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To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  County  during  1950.  There  is  sub- 
mitted also  a Report  upon  the  School  Health  Service  for  the 
year  ended  31st  July,  1950,  and  a Report  by  the  Chief  County 
Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Department  during  1950. 

I should  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  members  of  the 
County  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  to  all  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  service  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  K.  DRAINER, 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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REPORT 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in  the 
County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  at  the  middle  of  1950  is  as 


follows  : — 

(a)  County  Landward  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,577 

(b)  Small  Burghs — Annan  ...  ...  ...  4,597 

Sanquhar  ...  ...  ...  2,028 

Lochmaben  ...  ...  1,156 

Lockerbie  ...  ...  ...  2,778 

Moffat  2,053 

Langholm  ...  ...  ...  2,385 


Total  60,574 


This  is  an  increase  of  8 as  compared  with  the  estimate 
for  1949. 

Marriages. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-three  marriages  were  registered 
dining  the  year,  giving  a marriage  rate  of  6 3 per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population. 

Births. 

The  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  in  the  County  Landward 


and  in  the  Small  Burghs  during 

1950  were 

: — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

(a)  County  Landward 

(b)  Small  Burghs — 

...  806 

415 

391 

53 

Annan 

...  81 

42 

39 

8 

Sanquhar 

...  41 

17 

24 

3 

Lochmaben  ... 

...  23 

14 

9 

1 

Lockerbie 

...  39 

20 

19 

2 

Moffat 

...  32 

17 

15 

2 

Langholm 

...  34 

15 

19 

6 

Total 

...1056 

540 

516 

75 

The  birth-rate  of  17'4  is  0 2 lower  than  the  figure  recorded 
•in  1949. 

Illegitimate  births  amounted  to  7T  per  cent,  of  the  total. 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  740,  of 
■which  370  were  of  men  and  370  of  women.  The  death  rate. 
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adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was  10  8.  The  rate  for 
Scotland  was  12  4. 


The  numbers,  causes  and  age-groups  of  death  are  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

All 

Ages 

-1 

1- 

5— 

10- 

15- 

j 5 i j I T1 

25— 35—45— .55—65—  75-1 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

15 

... 

2 

3 

' 3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

1 

9 

1 

Syphilis 

2 

1 

... 

1 

... 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  tumours  ... 

99 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

. . . 

5 

12 

15 

36 

26 

Tumours  (non-malignant) 

3 

2 

1 

... 

6 

1 

1 

i 

•7 

1 

7 

i 

3 

3 

Other  general  diseases 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ... 

113 

3 

i 

4 

15 

41 

37 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

13 

1 

. . . 

1 

i 

3 

2 

1 

2 

14 

1 

4 

i 

9 

6 

Arteriosclerotic  and  degenera- 

... 

tive  heart  disease 

241 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

2 

3 

23 

87 

100 

13 

2 

4 

0 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

... 

... 

2 

3 

Hypertension  without  heart 

4 

9 

9 

.. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

16 

2 

9 

6 

5 

9 

1 

9 

27 

6 

1 

1 

9 

4 

9 

20 

1 

2 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

9 

2 

2 

5 

5 

3 

•7 

Appendicitis 

3 

. . . 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

Intestinal  obstruction  and 

3 

] 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

5 

. . • 

1 

... 

... 

i 

i 

2 

.. 

1 

i 

5 

... 

i 

2 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

5 

|... 

i 

3 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

10 

1 

... 

5 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

2 

i 

Other  diseases  of  genito -urinary 

system 

1 

i 

... 

Diseases  of  skin  and  organs  of 

2 

1 

1 

.. 

Congenital  malformations 

7 

4 

. . . 

1 

i 

1 

... 

M 

Birth  injuries,  post-natal  asp- 

2 

9 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early 

infancy 

12 

12 

Senility 

12 

i 

6 

9 

1 

4 

4 

.» 

3 

2 

i 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

8 

• • • 

... 

... 

1 

4 

... 

i 

... 

i 

1 

•• 

Other  violence 

16 

1 

2 

... 

... 

1 

3 

i 

2 

2 

2 

•* 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 

*740 

31 

4 

1 

3 

12 

14 

22 

42 

89 

225 

231 

6< 
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Infantile  Mortality. 


Of  the  740  deaths,  31  were  of  infants  aged  less  than  one 
year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  29  per  1000  live  births  is  by 
far  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  County.  The  rate  for  Scotland 
was  39. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diseases  of  nervous  system 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  ... 

Other  respiratory  disease 
Diarrhoea  ... 

Dysentery  ... 

Disease  of  genito  urinary  system 
Diseases  of  skin  and  organs  of  loco- 
motion 

Congenital  malformations 
Birth  injuries,  post  natal  asphyxia 
and  atelectasis 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early 
infancy 

Causes  ill-defined  ... 

Violence 


Number  of  Deaths. 


1950 

0 

0 

1 

7 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 


1949 

3 

1 

0 

9 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 


4 37 

2 0 


12  0 
1 1 
1 1 


Total 


31 


54 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Four  hundred  and  thirty-three  notifications  of  infectious 
Bisea.se  were  received  during  the  year  from  the  County  Landward 
and  Small  Burghs.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
notifications  received  of  the  various  diseases,  with  the  corres- 
ponding figures  for  the  previous  nine  years  for  comparison  : 


Infectious  Diseases. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — Notifications  of  58  cases  were  received.  The 
disease  was  of  a mild  type,  no  notable  complications  were  observed 
and  there  were  no  deaths.  Except  in  four  instances,  all  patients 
were  treated  in  hospital. 

Diphtheria.-— It  is  a pleasure  to  be  able  to  record  that,  for 
the  first  time  since  records  were  kept,  no  cases  of  diphtheria 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Para-typhoid  Fever.— The  solitary  case  of  para-typhoid 
fever  was  notified  from  Gretna  in  the  first  few  days  of  the  year. 
The  patient,  a child  of  one  year,  was  a contact  of  his  mother,  who 
developed  the  disease  two  weeks  before.  He  made  a good 
recovery  after  a lengthy  period  in  hospital. 


Poliomyelitis. — Five  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  occurred 
during  the  year. 


Onset  of 

Type  of 

Sex 

Age 

Residence 

Disease 

Disease 

Result 

Male 

15 

Thornhill  area 

12/6/50 

Abortive 

...  Recovered. 

Male 

15 

Thornhill  area 

13/9/50 

Abortive 

...  Recovered. 

Female... 

5 

Dumfries  area 

17/9/50 

Paralytic 

...  Recovered. 

Female... 

3 

Sanquhar  area 

7/10/50 

Abortive 

...  Recovered. 

Female... 

38 

Langholm 

18/10/50  Paralytic 

...  Died. 

The  patient  who  died  was  pregnant. 


Whooping  Cough. — Whooping  Cough  was  made  a notifiable 
infectious  disease  as  from  the  1st  January. 

During  the  year  202  cases  were  notified,  but  it  was  clearly 
evident  that  there  were  many  more  cases  than  notifications. 

Dysentery. — Notifications  were  received  from  all  parts  of 
1 the  County  during  almost  the  whole  year.  There  is  reason  to 
I believe  that  not  all  the  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified. 

The  disease,  mainly  of  the  Sonne  type,  was  mild  in  almost 
: every  instance. 


Influenza. — In  February  and  March  there  was  a short-lived 
•epidemic  in  most  parts  of  the  County.  The  rate  of  influenzal 
pneumonia  increased  only  slightly  during  this  period,  though 
post-influenzal  neuritis  was  a common  condition. 
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Food-poisoning. — No  cases  of  illness  due  to  organisms  of 
the  food  poisoning  group  were  intimated  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  primary  notifications  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  in  any  form  was  60.  Of 
these,  57  were  confirmed,  after  investigation,  to  be  suffering 
from  the  disease.  This  represents  a rate  of  0 95  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  trend  of  the  tuberculosis  notification, 
rate  for  the  past  20  years  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  graph  : 
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1950 
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The  notifications  are  divided  according  to  sex  and  the 


form  of  the  lesion,  as  follows  : — 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis — Male  ...  ...  ...  22 

Female  ...  ...  26 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis — Male  ...  ...  4 

Female  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Tuberculosis — All  Forms — Male  ...  ...  ...  26 

Female  ...  ...  31 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Roll  of  Tuberculosis  Patients. 


Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there 
were  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  299  persons,  resident  in 
the  County,  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The 
following  table  shows  the  classification  of  these  patients  according 
to  age  and  the  localisation  of  the  disease  : 
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Respiratory. 

[Sputum  positive 

Number  op  Cases  in  Age  Groups. 

Under 

1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-11 

15-2i 

25-3; 

35-4. 

5 45-6, 

Over 

65 

Tot 

M. 

... 

... 

... 

J 

4 

12 

7 

7 

2 

35 

F. 

... 

1 

! - 

15 

20 

7 

4 

4C 

[sputum  negative 
— 

M. 

i 

5 

2 

13 

18 

12 

9 

6 

66 

F. 

... 

4 

8 

20 

14 

7 

12 

3 

68 

Sputum  not 
examined 

M. 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

... 

2 

2 

14 

F. 

... 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 
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Non-Respiratory. 

ibdominal 

M. 

... 

1 

3 

... 

... 

1 

5 

F. 

... 

1 

1 

... 

3 

1 

... 

6 

rpine 

M. 

... 

... 

2 

2 

1 

... 

5 

F. 

... 

1 

3 

3 

1 

8 

eones  and  joints 



M. 

... 

... 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

... 

10 

F. 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

#iperficial  glands 



M. 

... 

1 

1 

3 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

7 

F. 

... 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

... 

9 

PPU8 

M. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

— 

F. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

ther  organs 

M.  ... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

4 

F.  ... 


... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

3 

Total 

1 

9 

26 

20 

66 

78 

43 

40 

16 

299 

While  the  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  has  remained  at 
31  per  1000  of  the  population,  the  incidence  rate  of  the  disease 
&t  0-95  per  1000  shows  a continuation  of  the  favourable  trend 
noted  in  the  previous  year.  It  would  appear  that  the  down- 
ward trend  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease,  which  was  interrupted 
nring  and  after  the  war  years,  is  now  being  restored. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947. 

Part  III. 

1.  General. 

No  advisory  co-ordinating  committee  as  envisaged  in  Section 
30  of  the  Act  has,  so  far,  been  formed  in  the  area.  As  in  previous 
years,  informal  discussion  between  the  officers  of  the  various 
agencies  have  achieved  a fair  measure  of  co-ordination  locally 
within  the  Health  Service. 

2.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Yoijng  Children. 

The  Council’s  duties  under  Section  22  of  the  Act  are  carried 
out  by  the  district  nursing  sisters  and  health  visitors  who  give 
advice  and  assistance,  mainly  in  the  homes. 

(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics. 

The  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  at  Annan  and  Langholm 
were  begun  in  January  and  at  Kirkconnel  in  June.  The  medical 
staff  for  each  is  provided  by  the  hospital  authority  and  the 
musing  staff  is  drawn  from  the  Council’s  health  visiting  staff. 
The  clinics  are  intended  to  serve  the  needs  of  both  hospital  and 
domiciliary  cases,  but  as  every  case  but  one  had  elected  to  be 
confined  at  Cresswell  Maternity  Hospital  the  clinics,  in  fact,, 
are  peripheral  clinics  of  the  hospital.  The  following  information 
relates  to  the  clinics  : — 


Clinic 

Ante -natal 

Post-natal 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

Annan 

78 

134 

212 

5 

... 

5 

Langholm  . . . 

28 

68 

96 

2 

... 

2 

Kirkconnel 

54 

272 

326 

17 

12 

29 

Totals 

160 

474 

634 

24 

12 

36 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  seven  centres  were  in  operation  as 
follows  : 
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At  each  centre,  one  or  more  of  the  Council’s  district  nursing 
sisters  or  health  visitors  was  in  attendance.  A member  of  the 
medical  staff  visited  each  centre  monthly  to  carry  out  vaccination 
and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  to  advise  on  cases 
presented  by  the  nurse  in  charge. 

The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  under  the  Ministry  of 
Food  Scheme  has  continued  from  the  offices  of  the  local  govern- 
ment officers  and  from  the  child  welfare  centres. 

Maternity  outfits  were  issued  free  of  charge  to  expectant 
mothers  who  had  elected  to  be  confined  at  home. 

3.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

There  are  no  new  developments  in  the  domiciliary  midwifery 
service,  which  continues  to  be  altogether  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  Section  23  of  the  Act  : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still-births)  occurring 

in  the  area  during  the  year — before  correction  for 
mother’s  residence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  502 

(b)  Total  number  of  births  (a)  occurring  in  institutions 

and  private  maternity  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

(c)  Total  number  of  births  in  (a)  occurring  at  home  ...  410 

(d)  Number  of  births  in  (c)  classified  to  show  nature  of 
attendance  at  birth  : 


Cases  dealt  with  under  Section 

23(2)  of  the  National  Health  Other  domiciliary  cases 

Service  Act 
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21 

1 
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105 

41 


(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
under  Midwives’  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  by  a midwife  ... 

(f)  Administration  of  analgesics  : — 

(i)  Number  of  midwives  trained  to  administer  gas  and 
air  analgesia  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  midwives  who  received  their  training 
during  the  year 

(iii)  Number  of  sets  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(iv)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  analgesia  was 

employed  during  the  year 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  adminis- 
tered 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  use  of  gas  and  air  analgesia 
during  child-birth  is  not  favoured  in  Dumfriesshire  either  by  the 
mothers  or  their  medical  attendants.  The  service  is  unwieldy 
and  difficult  to  maintain  at  a high  level  of  efficiency. 

(g)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  the  end  of  the  year  21 

I am  indebted  to  Dr  J.  Bruce  Dewar  for  the  following  informa- 
tion about  mothers  resident  in  the  County  who  attended  Cresswell 
Maternity  Hospital  during  1950  : — 

A.  Out-patients. 

1.  Number  of  mothers  who  attended  for  ante-natal 
examination  ... 


2.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  mothers 

3.  Number  of  mothers  who  attended  for  post-natal 

examination  ... 

4.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  mothers 

B.  In-patients. 

1.  Number  of  admissions 

2.  Number  of  deliveries  ... 

3.  Number  of  live  children 

4.  Number  of  still-births  ... 

5.  Number  of  neo-natal  deaths 

6.  Maternal  mortality 


438 

1513 

277 

280 


714 

578 

564 

14 

11 


4.  Health  Visiting. 

The  health  visiting  service  was  extended  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  health  visitors  to  Kirkconnel  and  Gretna.  These 
appointments  have  proved  of  the  greatest  benefit,  especially  in 
the  rapidly  developing  area  of  Kirkconnel.  The  influx  of  miners 
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and  their  families  to  that  area  from  other  parts  of  the  country 
makes  it  a very  heavy  district  for  district  nursing  sisters  and 
health  visitors  alike,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  appoint  an 
additional  health  visitor  for  the  neighbouring  burgh  of  Sanquhar. 

The  employment  of  a health  visitor  solely  for  work  connected 
with  the  tuberculosis  service  has  been  fully  justified.  The 
health  visitor  attends  the  out-patient  department  of  Lochmaben 
Sanatorium  on  two  days  each  week  and  devotes  the  remainder 
of  her  time  to  domiciliary  visitation,  much  of  which  is  in  connec- 
tion with  contact-tracing.  She  forms  the  most  effective  liaison 
with  the  clinical  staff  of  the  tuberculosis  service. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  health  visiting  during  the 


year  : — 

Total  visited 
for  first  time. 

Total 

visits. 

Expectant  mothers 

720 

3,532 

Infants 

...  1,262 

11,957 

Children  (1-5  years) 

291 

12,072 

Tuberculosis  patients 
Other  cases  (including  school 

64 

950 

children) 

...  1,324 

10,360 

Total  visits  paid — 38,889. 


5.  Home  Nursing. 

The  arrangements  for  home  nursing  in  the  County  remain 
unchanged.  Twenty-three  district  nursing  sisters  are  employed 
by  the  Council  and,  by  arrangement  with  Lanarkshire  County 
Council,  combined  duties  in  Wanlockhead  continue  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  district  nursing  sister  residing  at  Leadhills. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record  of  the  home  nursing 
service  : — 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  the  district  nursing 

sisters  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  5,509 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  ...  ...  36,159 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

The  Smallpox  outbreak  in  the  West  of  Scotland  during 
March  and  April  resulted  in  a considerable  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  vaccinations  recorded  in  the  County.  The  following 
figures  relate  to  vaccinations  performed  during  the  year  : 


Number  of  persons  primarily  Number  of  persons 

vaccinated  during  period — j re-vaccinated  during  period 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  record  of  work  done  in  diphtheria  immunisation  is  as 
follows  : — 

Number  of  pre-school  children  inoculated  . . . 968 

Number  of  school  children  inoculated  134 

Number  of  maintenance  doses  given  ...  ...  889 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  of  the  pre-school  children  were 
immunised  at  child  welfare  centres. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care. 
Tuberculosis. 

The  general  arrangements  remained  unchanged  during  the 
year  and  are  reasonably  satisfactory. 

In  varying  degrees  the  housing  authorities  in  the  area 
continue  to  give  sympathetic  consideration  to  applications  from 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
77  families,  one  or  more  of  whose  members  suffered  from  tuber- 
culosis, occupied  council  houses  in  the  landward  area  or  the 
small  burghs. 

Fifteen  shelter  huts  were  being  used  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Nursing  requisites,  beds,  bedding  and  rubber  mattresses 
were  provided  when  necessary  for  tuberculous  cases  who  were 
being  nursed  at  home. 

A grant  of  milk  daily  was  made  to  all  patients  residing  at 
home  who  were  certified  by  the  Area  Supervising  Tuberculosis 
Physician  as  requiring  it.  At  the  end  of  the  year  34  persons 
were  benefiting  from  this  scheme. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  health  visitors  continued  to 
persuade  defaulting  patients  to  resume  treatment. 

8.  Mental  Health  Services. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  patients  in  mental  hospitals  and 
institutions  for  mental  defectives  is  not  now  the  concern  of  local 
authorities  (as  it  was  to  a great  extent  in  the  past)  but  falls  upon 
Regional  Hospital  Boards  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act.  Most  patients  are  now  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  as 
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voluntary  cases  or,  if  need  be,  are  certified  at  the  request  of  a 
near  relative.  Four  of  the  council’s  local  government  officers 
act  as  “ authorised  officers  ” under  the  Act  to  secure,  in  certain 
other  instances,  the  certification  of  persons  of  unsound  mind 
with  a view  to  their  removal  to  hospital. 

During  the  year  seven  persons  were  committed  to  mental 
hospitals  at  the  instance  of  the  authorised  officers.  There  is 
one  boarded-out  lunatic  in  the  area  who  is  supervised  by  officers  ; 
of  the  council  as  agents  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Four  mental  defectives  are  boarded-out  in  private  dwellings  ! 
in  the  county,  and  four  are  under  guardianship  outwith  Dumfries-  j 
shire.  Twenty-two  mental  defectives  whose  ordinary  residence 
is  in  Dumfriesshire  are  presently  cared  for  in  certified  institutions.  • 

The  acute  shortage  of  institutional  accommodation  for 
mental  defectives  is  still  a serious  problem.  Until  this  need 
is  met,  the  admission  of  a number  of  mental  defectives  from  this 
county  who  urgently  require  institutional  care  and  treatment 
must  be  delayed  indefinitely.  The  Regional  Hospital  Boards 
are  responsible  for  providing  such  accommodation  and  are  faced 
with  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  building  new  premises  and 
obtaining  suitable  staff. 


Social  Welfare. 

Residential  Accommodation. 

The  local  authority  maintains  two  establishments  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  for  the  provision  of  residential 
accommodation,  i.e.  at  Rowantree  House,  Thornhill,  and  Notwen 
House,  Kirkpatrick-Fleming.  Both  these  establishments  have 
been  able  to  cope  with  the  numbers  seeking  admission.  A part 
of  Rowantree  House  is  allocated  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
for  hospital  facilities  for  the  chronic  sick. 

The  demand  for  residential  accommodation  has  not  shown 
any  particular  tendency  to  increase.  It  lias  been  found  from 
experience  that  aged  people,  as  a rule,  are  loath  to  give  up  what 
little  remains  of  home  life  to  avail  themselves  of  accommodation 
in  a residential  establishment,  but  they  can  generally  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  benefits  by  sympathetic  persuasion  on  the  part  of  the 
council’s  welfare  officers.  One  person  living  under  very  dirty 
conditions  was  removed  to  Rowantree  House  by  Court  order. 
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Much  had  been  done  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  improve  the 
amenities  at  Notwen  House  by  a scheme  of  interior  re-decoration, 
the  provision  of  certain  new  furniture  and  furnishings,  the 
installation  of  a wireless  receiver,  and  additional  heating  facilities. 

The  following  table  shows  particulars  of  persons  afforded 
residential  accommodation  during  the  year  : — 


Rowa 

ntree  ] 

douse 

Notwen  H 

ouse 

M. 

F. 

Dep. 

M. 

F. 

Dep. 

children 

children 

Number  of  residents  at  1/1/50  ... 
Number  of  admissions  during 

15 

11 

i 

4 

5 

2 

the  year 

Number  of  discharges  during  the 

18 

13 

15 

17 

4 

5 

year 

18 

8 

7 

14 

4 

7 

Number  of  residents  at  31/12/50 

15 

16 

9 

7 

5 

Blind  Persons. 

The  local  authority  provides  welfare  services  for  all  registered 
blind  persons  in  the  County  in  conjunction  with  the  Outdoor 
Mission  to  the  Blind.  Eleven  new  cases  of  blindness  were 
certified  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  blind  persons 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  87,  comprising  45 
males  and  42  females.  The  composition  of  these  cases  is  as 


follows  : — 

At  school  in  a Blind  Institution  ...  ...  ...  3 

Employed  in  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Undergoing  Industrial  Training  ...  ...  ...  1 

Employed  under  “ Home  Workers’ Scheme  ” ...  8 

Unemployable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

The  total  amount  of  milk  produced  in  the  County  during 
the  year  was  18,152,853  gallons,  which  is  1,525,653  gallons  more 
than  was  produced  last  year. 

Of  the  18,152,853  gallons  produced,  17,482,468  gallons  or 
96%  was  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk.  This  compares  favour- 
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ably  with  the  percentage  for  last  year,  which  was  93'49% 
“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk. 

During  the  year  21  dairies  ceased  milk  production,  but  5 
of  these  have  ceased  temporarily.  In  2 cases  the  County  Council 
indicated  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  continue  registration 
unless  the  premises  were  brought  up  to  dairy  bjre-law  standard. 
As  the  parties  concerned  were  not  prepared  to  do  this,  the 
respective  registrations  were  withdrawn.  One  ceased  because 
of  illness  and  labour  difficulties,  and  of  the  remaining  13  only  5 
could  be  considered  large  dairies. 

Another  27  entirely  new  dairy  farms  were  registered,  and 
the  total  number  of  producing  dairies  in  the  County  now  stands 
at  837  ; 6 more  than  last  year.  The  total  is  made  up  of  778 
“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” dairies,  13  “ Standard  ” and  46  “ Ordinary.’' 
These  figures  show  that  there  are  49  more  “ Tuberculin  Tested  " 
dairies,  13  less  “ Standard  ” dairies  and  37  less  Ordinary  " 
dairies  than  there  were  last  year. 

In  addition  to  arranging  for  numerous  minor  alterations 
and  improvements  to  dairy  premises,  44  plans  were  dealt  with 
pertaining  to  new  dairy  buildings  and  additions  to  existing 
premises. 

2,633  visits  were  made  to  dairy  farms  during  the  year  and 
these  were  carried  out  under  the  following  categories  : — 


i 


Routine 

Structural 

Milk  (Spec.  Des.) 
Orders 

Scottish  ililk 
Testing  Scheme 

Miscellaneous 

1516 

351 

638 

55 

"3 

The  three  creameries  in  the  County  operated  satisfactorily 
and  monthly  samples  taken  of  outgoing  milk  all  proved  satis- 
factory. At  periodical  visits  to  each  of  the  creameries  no  fault 
could  be  found  with  regard  to  cleanliness  of  the  premises. 

Testing  of  Non-designated  Milk. 

Testing  under  this  heading  is  confined  to  milk  sold  as 
“ Ordinary  ” and  not  subject  to  testing  under  the  Scottish  Milk 
Testing  Scheme.  Applied  to  this  County,  such  milk  is  milk  sold 
as  “ Ordinary  ” by  retailers  even  though  it  may  be  milk  from 
a “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” herd.  In  fact  there  are  only  5 retailers 
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in  the  County  now  selling  milk  which  is  not  from  “ Tuberculin 
Tested  ” herds  ; 3 of  the  herds  are  “ Standard  ” and  2 “ Ordinary.” 

The  test  applied  is  the  Methylene  Blue  (Hiscox)  test  and, 
of  128  samjjles  tested,  13  proved  unsatisfactory. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

260  samples  were  taken  of  milk  supplied  to  schools  and  44, 
or  approximately  17%,  of  these  proved  unsatisfactory. 

11  suppliers  were  concerned  with  the  unsatisfactory  samples. 

After  investigations  at  the  dairies  concerned,  subsequent 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

The  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  scheme  was  185.  The  figure 
for  last  year  was  660,  and  the  main  reason  for  the  reduced  number 
of  notifications  this  year  was,  no  doubt,  the  fact  that  the  weather 
was  much  cooler  than  it  was  last  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  notifications 
in  their  various  categories  from  each  creamery  receiving  milk 
: from  producers  in  the  County  : — 


Weekly  Tests 

Platform 

Total 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Tests 

.Carnation  Milk  Factory  ... 

47 

5 

12 

64 

ILockerbie  Creamery 

11 

2 

1 

40 

54 

Sanquhar  Creamery 

• * . 

• ■ • 

14 

14 

Cowhill  Creamery 

... 

• • • 

Murchie’s  Creamery 

5 

2 

34 

41 

Edinburgh  & Dumfries- 

shire  Dairy  Co. 

11 

11 

Dumfries  & Maxwelltown 

Co-operative  Soc.  Ltd. 

• . . 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

1 

Northern  Retail  Dairies... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

63 

9 

1 

112 

185 
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As  in  former  years,  a large  proportion  of  the  notifications 
received  were  due  to  unsatisfactory  platform  tests  (smell  or 
appearance)  of  milk  on  its  arrival  at  the  creameries.  These 
tests  usually  coincide  with  a rise  in  atmospheric  temperature  and 
point  in  most  cases  to  inadequate  cooling  of  the  milk.  Many 
farmers  got  over  this  difficulty  during  the  year  by  installing 
mechanical  coolers  which,  in  addition  to  solving  the  problem  of 
improperly  cooled  milk,  greatly  reduced  the  readings  on  their 
water  meters.  As  there  are  now  a number  of  very  efficient 
types  of  mechanical  coolers  on  the  market,  it  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  most  dairy  farmers  to  have  one  installed. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934. 

Farmers  were  advised  of  their  legal  obligations  to  seal  all 
milk  cans  being  sent  by  common  carriers. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  (Scotland),  1936-1949. 

86  producers’  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licences  were  granted 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  10  were  new  farmers  taking  over 
farms  where  the  previous  farmer  had  held  a “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
licence  and  17  were  merely  changes  in  the  name  of  the  licensed 
producer.  Thus  59  entirely  new  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licences 
were  issued.  These  were  made  up  of  22  “ Ordinary  ” and  10 
“ Standard  ” dairies  upgraded  to  “ Tuberculin  Tested.”  The 
27  new  dairies  registered,  after  complying  with  the  required 
conditions,  went  right  on  to  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk 
production. 

Five  producers’  “ Standard  ” licences  were  granted  and 
these  were  all  “ Ordinary  ” dairies  upgraded. 

3,752  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  which  is  an 
increase  of  819  over  the  total  taken  last  year.  76  were  qualifying 
samples  from  producers  applying  for  licences  under  the  Special 
Designations  Orders  ; 86  were  of  “ Standard  ” milk  and  3,590 
of  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk.  686  or  18'28%  of  the  samples 
proved  unsatisfactory,  and  391  producers  were  concerned  with 
the  unsatisfactory  samples. 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  each 
month  in  the  various  grades  and  the  samples  which  proved 
unsatisfactory  : 
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— 

Ordinary 

Standard 

T.T. 

Unsat. 

Unsat. 

Unsat . 

January 

10 

2 

10 

2 

291 

26 

February 

4 

1 

6 

1 

276 

20 

March 

8 

2 

7 

1 

350 

43 

April  ... 

2 

1 

8 

1 

337 

41 

May 

11 

1 

8 

2 

351 

40 

June  ... 

6 

1 

9 

5 

232 

88 

July 

7 

1 

10 

3 

383 

132 

August 

8 

. . . 

4 

4 

342 

112 

September  ... 

7 

1 

7 

3 

233 

46 

October 

4 

1 

12 

1 

354 

60 

November  . . . 

5 

1 

2 

. . . 

263 

28 

December 

4 

... 

3 

... 

178 

15 

Total 

76 

12 

86 

23 

3590 

651 

Note. — All  repeat  samples  are  included  in  the  figures  given  above 
in  connection  with  milk  sampling. 

Four  producers  appeared  before  the  appropriate  committee 
of  the  County  Council  to  show  cause  why  their  producer’s 
Tuberculin  Tested  ” licence  should  not  be  suspended  or  revoked 
because  of  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  and  methods  of  production. 
In  each  case  the  producer  was  warned  that  any  future  unsatis- 
factory samples  would  result  in  the  suspending  or  revoking  of 
his  licence.  Subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory  and  no 
further  action  was  taken. 

CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 

In  the  laboratory,  which  meets  the  administrative  require- 
ments of  the  Counties  of  Dumfries,  Kirkcudbright  and  Wigtown 
and  the  burghs  therein,  chemical  and  other  examinations  are 
made,  not  only  on  behalf  of  the  local  authorities,  but  also  for 
approved  institutions  and  private  individuals. 

The  work  includes  the  examination  of  food  and  drugs, 
fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  and  milk  under  their  respective 
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Statutes  and  Orders  ; water — for  sanitary  fitness  or  other  purposes 
— sewage  and  sewage  effluent ; and  sundry  other  substances 
which  may  call  for  special  treatment. 

During  the  year  a total  of  5,707  samples  were  submitted. 
Details  of  the  source  of  these  are  given  in  Appendix  I. 

Food  and  Drugs. 

During  the  year  448  samples  in  all  were  submitted  by  the 
-Joint  Committee  of  Dumfriesshire  and  the  County  Councils  of 
Kirkcudbrightshire  and  Wigtownshire.  Particulars  of  these 
are  shown  in  Appendix  II. 

Of  the  231  samples  of  milk,  32  were  found  to  be  below  the 
presumptive  limits  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901. 

The  18  samples  of  Ice  Cream  submitted  informally  were 
found  to  conform  to  the  then  interim  standard  of  composition 
recommended  by  the  Food  Standards  Committee,  viz.  5%  fat, 
10%  sugar  and  7A%  milk  solids. 

An  informal  sample  of  sausage  meat  was  found  to  contain 
sulphite  preservative  equivalent  to  a sulphur  dioxide  content  of 
1,230  parts  per  million,  and  the  subsequent  formal  sample  748 
parts  per  million.  The  preservative  regulations  permit  a 
maximum  of  450  parts  per  million  and  para.  4 of  Section  1 of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  states  that  where  any 
regulations  prohibit  or  restrict  the  addition  of  any  preservative 
to  an  article  of  food,  the  addition  of  such  an  ingredient,  if  made 
in  contravention  of  the  regulations,  shall  be  deemed  to  render  the 
article  injurious  to  health. 

Of  the  15  formal  samples  of  whisky,  one  was  found  to  be 
39-51  degrees  under  proof  in  contravention  of  Section  2 of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  which  permits  the  addition  of  water  pro- 
vided the  admixture  does  not  reduce  the  spirit  more  than  thirty- 
five  degrees  under  proof. 

The  remaining  samples  were  found  to  conform  to  trade 
practices,  or  to  the  description  on  the  label  or  to  comply  with  the 
standards  of  statutory  instruments,  and  were  accordingly 
certified  as  genuine. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

During  the  year  7 fertilisers  and  11  feeding  stuffs  were 
submitted  for  analysis,  details  of  which  are  given  in  Appendix  III. 
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Milks  (Special  Designation). 

3/6  samples  of  heat-treated  and  pasteurised  milk  were 
submitted  for  examination  by  the  phosphatase  test.  This  test 
determines  the  adequacy  of  heat-treatment  and,  for  the  purposes 
of  reporting,  the  samples  are  classified  as  (1)  sufficiently  heat- 
treated,  (2)  insufficiently  heat-treated,  or  (3)  grossly  under 
treated.  Details  of  the  samples  submitted  are  given  in  the 
following  table  : — - 


Authority 

No.  of 
samples 

No.  suff. 
heat-treated 

No.  insuff. 
heat-treated 

No.  grossly 
under-treated 

Dumfries  County 

17 

17 

Dumfries  Burgh 

92 

92 

Kirkcudbright  County 

173 

168 

1 

4 

Wigtown  County 

94 

83 

2 

9 

Milk  (School). 

255  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  the  schools  throughout 
Dumfriesshire  were  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  complete  chemical  analysis.  The  average  figures  for  the 
year  were : fat,  3 '85%  and  non-fatty  solids  8'87%,  with  minimum 
and  maximum  values  of  2'40% — 4'95%  for  fat  and  8'51% — 
9 43%  for  non-fatty  solids. 

Water — Potable. 

Regular  examinations  continue  to  be  made  of  the  water 
supplied  by  the  Kettleton  and  Winterhope  Reservoirs,  together 
with  quarterly  samples  from  the  supplies  to  the  Burghs  of  Annan, 
Lockerbie,  Lochmaben,  Molfat  and  Sanquhar. 

The  other  samples  examined  for  potability  had  reference 
to  proposed  new  supplies  or  to  complaints  regarding  existing 
ones.  Although  their  condition  is  frequently  considered 
unsatisfactory  by  reason  of  surface  contamination,  these  supplies 
are  rarely  contaminated  by  sewage  and  suitable  protection  of 
the  source  or  the  installation  of  a filter  usually  serves  to  provide 
a satisfactory  supply. 

The  use  of  piping  other  than  lead  has  led  to  a considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  waters  containing  compounds  of  metals 
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in  solution.  Of  the  samples  submitted,  29  were  found  to  con- 
tain compounds  of  lead,  copper  or  zinc  in  varying  amounts.  The 
range  of  these  amounts,  together  with  the  usually  accepted 
safety  limit,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


The  maxima  are  well  above  the  figures  given  as  safety  limits, 
but  it  is  not  suggested,  nor  does  the  presence  in  one  sample  imply, 
that  these  amounts  were  continuously  ingested  by  the  consumers. 
The  presence  of  metallic  compounds  in  a water  indicate  that  it 
is  metallo-solvent,  but  it  is  a matter  of  some  difficulty  to  deter- 
mine the  extent  to  which  it  is  active,  as  many  factors  influence 
the  amount  of  metal  that  may  be  dissolved  by  the  water.  As 
the  time  of  contact  with  the  pipes  or  fittings  is  a chief  factor,  it 
is  the  practice  to  have,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  sample,  a 
sample  of  the  water  that  has  stood  overnight  in  the  service 
pipes.  This  sample  should  contain  the  maximum  amount  of 
metal  likely  to  be  taken  up  by  the  water  under  domestic 
conditions,  and  only  when  this  figure  is  below  the  safety  limit 
is  the  water  considered  entirety  satisfactory. 

Small  quantities  of  lead  in  a water  can  only  be  detected  by 
chemical  analysis,  but  the  presence  of  copper  and  zinc  is  often 
made  evident  to  the  consumer  by  taste,  the  staining  of  sanitary 
fittings  and  sponges,  or  a peculiar  behaviour  on  boiling.  The 
latter  condition  was  exemplified  by  the  complaint  of  a cottager 
in  Dumfriesshire  who  asked  that  the  water  supply  be  examined 
as  it  turned  black  on  boiling.  The  complaint  was  at  first  viewed 
with  some  scepticism  until  it  was  found  that  the  water  contained 
0 78  parts  per  100,000  of  copper,  and  that  the  metal  was  pre- 
cipitated on  boiling,  imparting  a dark  brown  colour  to  the  water. 


In  connection  with  the  investigation  of  a complaint  that 
the  trade  and  sewage  effluents  from  the  burgh  of  Langholm 
were  polluting  the  river,  samples  taken  from  the  River  Esk 
were  submitted  for  analysis.  These  samples  were  taken  at  the 
five  points  : 


Pts.  per  100,000 


Safety  limit  pt.  per  100,000 

005 

0T4 

0-50 


Lead  ...  ...  From  0'002 — 0’27 

Copper  ...  From  0'020 — 0-78 

Zinc  ...  ...  From  0 023 — 2'84 


Water — River. 
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1.  Langholm  Road  Bridge — sewage  effluent  outfall. 

2.  20  yards  below  Glen  Esk  Mill. 

3.  Skippers  Bridge,  60  yards  below. 

4.  Irvine  House. 

5.  Hollows  Mill. 

Samples  Nos.  2 and  3 show  evidence  of  pollution,  but  when 
regard  is  had  to  the  classification  of  river  waters  based  on  the 
figure  for  the  dissolved  oxygen  in  5 days,  these  waters  must  be 
defined  as  “ clean.”  Sample  No.  4 showed  that  the  river  had 
returned  to  the  condition  “ very  clean  ” exhibited  on  its  entry 
to  the  town. 


Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluents. 

Two  samples  from  Langholm  sewage  works,  submitted 
with  the  samples  from  the  River  Esk,  were  examined.  The 
results  of  the  analysis  showed  that  the  treatment  of  the  crude 
sewage  was  confined  to  the  removal  of  the  grosser  suspended 
solids  without  any  further  purification  being  effected. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  of  7 other  samples  submitted  in 
respect  of  Lockerbie  sewage  works  showed  that  no  change  had 
been  effected  in  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  from  this  town  and 
that  the  Tummuir  Bum  carrying  the  effluent  to  the  River  Arman 
showed  signs  of  gross  pollution  at  various  parts  of  its  course. 

Gas  Examinations. 

Under  the  Gas  Act,  1948,  the  Minister  of  Fuel  and  Power  is 
required  to  appoint  persons  to  carry  out  tests  of  the  gas  supplied 
by  Area  Boards. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Ministry,  tests  were  made  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year  at  the  Gas  Works,  Dumfries.  On 
every  occasion  the  gas  was  found  to  be  of  the  declared  calorific 
value,  to  be  free  from  hydrogen  sulphide  and  to  be  maintained 
at  a pressure  above  the  statutory  minimum. 

Miscellaneous. 

Of  the  6 samples  of  petrol  submitted  by  the  Chief  Constable  of 
the  Area  under  the  Motor  Spirit  (Regulations)  Act,  1948,  5 were 
certified  as  consisting  of  commercial  petrol. 
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Three  samples  of  canned  luncheon  meat  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  County  of  Wigtown,  were  examined  for  fitness  for 
human  consumption.  One  sample  was  found  to  have  developed 
black  stains  at  several  points  where  the  tin  coating  had  been 
removed  and  the  meat  had  come  in  contact  with  the  exposed 
iron  plating.  The  product  was  certified  as  unsaleable. 

A bottle  containing  port  wine  alleged  to  have  caused  sickness 
was  submitted.  An  examination  showed  it  to  be  a port  wine 
of  normal  composition  and  to  contain  no  extraneous  substance. 

The  County  Engineer  submitted  10  samples  of  compost 
for  analysis  to  determine  what  influence  varying  quantities  of 
the  raw  materials  had  in  the  composting  process  and  on  the  final 
product. 

The  contents  of  the  stomach  of  a calf  alleged  to  have  been 
poisoned  were  found  on  examination  to  be  free  from  poisonous 
doses  of  the  toxic  metals  lead,  copper  and  zinc. 
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Appendix  II. 

Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  received  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Article 


County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 


Total  Adulterated 


Milk 

Milk  Whipping  . 

Ice  Cream 
Butter 
Margarine 
Lard 

•Cooking  Fat 
Shredded  Suet 
Sugar 

Apricot  Jam 
Lemon  Curd 
Marmalade 
Tea 

Coffee  Essence 
Ground  Coffee 
Cocoa 
Barley 
Cornflour 
Custard  Powder 
Rice 

Pudding  Mixture 
Sponge  Mixture 
Sago 

Tapioca  Dessert... 

Mincemeat  . . . 

Christmas  Pudding 
Gelatine  ... 

Jelmol 

Table  Jelly  Crystals 
Table  Jelly  Tablets 
Cocktail  Cherries 
Lemonade 
Lemon  Essence  ... 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 
Ginger  Flavour  Compound 
Compound  Ginger  Concentrat 
Raspberry  Wine  Essence 
Whisky  ... 

Bone  and  Vegetable  Broth 
Fish  Paste 
Fish  Cakes 
Jellied  Chicken  .. 

Mince 

Meat  Paste 
Sausage  Meat 
Bisto 

Curry  Powder  .. 

Cinnamon 
Ground  Ginger  .. 


Carry  forward 


50 

14 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


3 

4 

1 

2 


1 

2 

1 

1 

15 


146 

4 

1 

3 

1 


4 

1 


2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 


35 

1 

4 

4 

4 

3 


231 

1 

18 

6 

8 

1 

5 

5 

5 
1 
2 
4 
4 
3 
1 
1 
1 
3 

6 
3 
1 
3 
1 
1 

7 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 

16 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 

8 
1 
5 
1 
2 
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127 


215 


65  407 


32 
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Article 


Brought  forward 
Mustard  ... 

Pepper  Compound 
Pom 

Mayonnaise 
Pickles  ... 

Salad  Cream 
Sauce 

Tomato  Ketchup 
Tomato  Soup 
Vinegar  ... 

Baking  Powder  ... 

Baking  Soda 
Cream  of  Tartar 
Aspirin  ... 

Castor  Oil 
Digestives 
Essence  of  Rennet 
Glycerine 
Gregory  Powder 
Hydrogen  Peroxide 
Ichthammol  Ointment 
Petroleum  Jelly 
Tincture  of  Iodine 
Zinc  Ointment  ... 


Total 


County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Total 

Adulterated 

127 

215 

65 

407 

32 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

i 

2 

i 

i 

1 ••• 

. . . 

i 

i 

i * * * 

i 

i 

2 

i 

i 

4 

2 

3 

5 

3 

. . . 

2 

5 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

6 

1 

4 

... 

5 

2 

3 

5 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

i 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

. . . 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

... 

3 

165 

209 

74 

448 

32 

Appendix  III. 


Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  received  under 
the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 


Article 

County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

No.  complying  with 
Statutory  State- 
ment 

Meat  and  Bone  Meal  . . . 

1 

Ground  Mineral  Phosphate 

1 

Steamed  Bone  Meal 

1 

1 

Potash  Manure  ... 

1 

Muriate  of  Potash 

1 

1 

Compound  Fertiliser 

1 

Raw  Phosphate 

1 

1 

National  Pig  Food  No.  2 

1 

1 

Laying  Meal 

1 

Ground  Nut  Meal 

1 

1 

Fish  Meal 

1 

Palm  Nut  Cake  Meal  . . . 

1 

1 

Calf  Nuts 

1 

1 

Baby  Chick  Pellets 

1 

1 

High  Protein  Concentrate 

1 

1 

Creamline  Calf  Food 

1 

1 

Compound  Cake 

1 

... 

Wheat  Offals 

1 

1 

Totals 

14  ...  4 

11 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


Report  for  the  Year  ended  31st  July,  1950. 


1.  List  of  Staff. 

See  beginning  of  this  Report. 

2.  General  Statistics. 

Population  of  the  County  and  Small  Burghs  . . . 
Population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries  ... 
Number  of  Schools — 


under  education  authority 


(a)  Primary 

(b)  Secondary 

(c)  (i)  Special  schools 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  education  authority 
and  under  medical  inspection  ... 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers 
Number  of  children  in  average  attendance 


60,566 

27,126 


86 

0 

3 

1 

12,735 

11,824 


3.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools. 

During  the  current  year  many  schools  have  been  redecorated, 
in  part  or  in  whole,  and  outside  painting  has  been  carried  out 
as  required. 

Tarmacadam  paving  has  been  laid  down  on  the  playgrounds 
of  thirteen  additional  schools,  including  four  academies. 

New  latrines  have  been  provided  at  five  schools. 

The  usual  inspection  of  latrines  has  been  carried  out. 
Generally  speaking,  they  are  kept  in  a fairly  cleanly  condition, 
depending  both  on  the  zeal  of  the  cleaner  and  the  training  of 
the  children.  In  many  cases  more  could  be  done  to  train  the 
children  and  it  would  appear  that  a monitor  system  is  the  best 
way  of  doing  this.  In  some  of  the  large  schools  the  accommoda- 
tion is  now  insufficient  and  difficulty  is  experienced  in  keeping 
the  boys’  latrines  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 

From  the  administrative  point  of  view  there  has  been  little 
change  in  the  work  of  school  medical  inspection  this  year. 

A minor  ailments  clinic  has  been  opened  at  Annan,  at  which 
the  health  visitor  is  in  attendance  on  three  forenoons  each  week. 
This  clinic  is  proving  of  great  benefit.  A health  visitor  was 
appointed  during  the  year  to  the  Kirkconnel  area. 

School  Ophthalmic  Service. 

After  some  initial  doubt  in  July,  1948,  as  to  the  proper 
procedure  for  the  examination  of  school  children  and  the  pro- 
vision of  glasses,  this  work  has  not  only  been  maintained  during 
the  last  two  years  but  has  expanded.  Owing  to  the  delay  in 
children  being  seen  at  the  infirmary,  the  School  Medical  Officers 
have  carried  out  the  bulk  of  the  refraction  work,  only  the  difficult 
residue  having  been  referred  to  the  Ophthalmologist  at  Dumfries 
or  Cumberland  Infirmaries.  The  number  of  refractions  per- 
formed has  increased  during  the  past  two  years  from  298  in  year 
1947-48  to  473,  together  with  108  children  referred  to  the 
consulting  ophthalmologist  in  year  1949-50.  The  increase  has 
been  mainly  in  re-examinations.  This  has  been  possible  owing 
to  the  increase  in  the  school  medical  staff.  More  follow-up 
work  generally  has  been  carried  out  and  more  pre-school  children 
have  been  tested. 

So  far  as  the  dispensing  of  glasses  is  concerned,  no  change 
was  made  in  July,  1948,  the  School  Medical  Officers  continuing 
to  order  glasses  from  a firm  of  manufacturing  opticians  with 
whom  the  County  Council  has  had  a contract  for  many  years. 
The  glasses  have  been  supplied  within  about  a fortnight’s  time. 
This  arrangement  has  proved  most  satisfactory.  In  the  case 
of  children  whose  parents  have  chosen  to  obtain  glasses  through 
the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Service,  there  continues  to  be 
■ a long  delay  in  the  supplying  of  the  glasses.  The  accounts  for 
i glasses  dispensed  at  the  instance  of  the  School  Medical  Officers 
' are  referred  to  the  Hospital  Board  for  payment. 
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Number  of  parents  present  at  routine  examinations  : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Entrants 

...  64-97% 

66-59% 

2nd  Age  Group 

...  10-70% 

15-87% 

3rd  Age  Group 

...  0-73% 

1-78% 

4th  Age  Group 

... 

...  I 

Other  Systematic  ... 

...  16-67% 

11-98% 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that 

more  parents  do  not 

make  a 

t of  being  present  at  the  school 

medical  examinations.  The 

value  of  the  examination  is  considerably  enhanced  when  the 
parents  are  present. 

5.  The  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

The  figures  given  below  refer  to  the  children  examined  in 
the  four  age  groups  and  are  only  a sample  of  the  whole  school 
population.  Generally  speaking,  however,  the  percentages 
give  a fair  indication  of  the  total  prevalence  of  the  various 
conditions  except  in  the  case  of  cleanliness  and  clothing  and  of 
acute  or  infectious  illnesses. 

The  number  of  children  examined  at  systematic  inspections 
was  3778,  an  increase  of  125  over  the  previous  year.  As  few 
entrants  were  enrolled  in  April  of  this  year  in  the  large  schools 
owing  to  lack  of  accommodation,  this  figure  is  smaller  than  it 
should  be  and  is  thus  not  strictly  comparable  with  those  of 


former  years. 

Clothing — Number  unsatisfactory  : — 
Boys 

2 

011% 

Girls  

...  2 

011% 

Footgear — Number  unsatisfactory  : — 
Boys 

1 

0-06% 

Girls 

...  0 

Uncleanliness. 

(a)  Head  (pediculosis)  : — 
Boys 

...  27 

1'5% 

Girls 

...  116 

6-88% 

(b)  Body  (dirty) 
Boys 

...  3 

0-17% 

Girls 

...  4 

0-23% 

There  were  no  cases  of  pediculosis 

of  the  body. 

Figures 

in  these  three  groups  are  not  indicative  of  the  prevalence  ot 
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uncleanliness  or  neglect  among  the  school  population,  as  the 
parents  receive  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer’s  visit  and  are  able 
to  present  the  children  for  examination  in  a well-dressed,  cleanly 
condition. 

Pediculosis  figures  are  given  below  for  the  last  three  years 
to  show  the  marked  improvement  in  recent  years  : — 

1947-48.  1948-49.  1949-50. 

Boys  3-48%  3-51%  1'5% 

Girls  16-46%  10-49%  6’88% 

The  picture  is  not  quite  so  favourable  as  indicated  by  these 
figures.  Examinations  carried  out  without  previous  warning 
by  the  health  visitors  reveal  a considerable  amount  of  infestation, 
albeit  of  a mild  degree  in  most  cases. 

Skin. 


(a)  Head  : — 


Ringworm  . . . 

...  Boys 

2 

o-ii% 

Girls 

0 

. . . 

Impetigo  ... 

...  Boys 

4 

0-23% 

Girls 

1 

0-05% 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys 

22 

1-25% 

Girls 

26 

1-54% 

(b)  Body  : — 

Ringworm 

...  Boys 

0 

... 

Girls 

0 

... 

Impetigo  ... 

...  Boys 

0 

... 

Girls 

0 

. . . 

Scabies 

...  Boys 

6 

0-34% 

Girls 

7 

0-41% 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys 

68 

3-86% 

Girls 

60 

3-56% 

There  is  a reduction 

in  the  number  of 

cases  of  impetigo 

compared  with  last  year  and  scabies  figures  remain  about  the 
same,  though  vastly  improved  from  what  obtained  during  the 
war  years.  “ Other  diseases  ” consist  of  a motley  assortment, 
numbers  depending  very  much  on  what  the  individual  school 
medical  officer  considers  worthy  of  note.  There  is  an  increase 
this  year  of  urticaria. 
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Nutritional  State. 

Slightly  defective  ...  Boys 

Girls 

Bad  ...  ...  ...  Boys 

Girls 

This  shows  an  improvement  over  previous 
in  the  entrants  and  3rd  Age  Group. 


191  10-85% 

160  9 49% 

1 006% 

0 

years,  particularly 


Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  ...  ...  Boj7s  99  5’62% 

Girls  117  6-94% 

There  is  a marked  decrease  in  caries  in  each  age  group. 
It  should  be  pointed  out  that  in  these  cases  the  condition  of  the 
mouth  and  teeth  is  such  as  is  likely  to  impair  health.  A more 
meticulous  examination  is  undertaken  by  the  dental  officer. 


Naso-pharynx. 

(a)  Nose  : — 

(i)  Obstruction  requiring  observation 


Boys 

36 

2-04% 

Girls 

24 

U42% 

(ii)  Obstruction  requiring  operation 

: — 

Boys 

20 

114% 

Girls 

25 

1-48% 

(iii)  Other  conditions 

Boys 

58 

3-24% 

Girls 

30 

1-78% 

(b)  Throat  : — 

(i)  Tonsils  requiring  observation  : — 

Boys 

156 

8-86% 

Girls 

165 

979% 

(ii)  Tonsils  requiring  operation  : — 

Boys 

47 

267% 

Girls 

56 

3 31% 

Figures  for  those  conditions  requiring  observation 

are  lower 

year,  while  those  requiring  operation  remain  much  the  same. 

(c)  Glands  : — 

(i)  Requiring  observation  Bovs 

66 

375% 

Girls 

41 

2-43% 

(ii)  Requiring  operation  ...  Boys 

0 

... 

Girls 

0 

. . • 

There  are  again  no  cases  of  glands  requiring  operation. 
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Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases  : — 


Blepharitis 

...  Boys 

16 

0-91% 

Girls 

18 

1-06% 

Conjunctivitis 

...  Boys 

8 

0-45% 

Girls 

1 

0-05% 

Corneal  opacities 

...  Boys 

4 

0-23% 

Girls 

3 

0-17% 

Strabismus 

...  Boys 

17 

0-97% 

Girls 

24 

1-42% 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys 

2 

on% 

Girls 

5 

0-29% 

These  figures  are  much  the 

same  as 

in  previous  years,  and 

call  for  no  comment.  With 

the  introduction 

of  penicillin, 

inflammatory  eye  conditions  are 

cleared  up  quickly  if  the  parent 

seeks  early  treatment  for  the 

children. 

(b)  Visual  Acuity  : — 

Good 

..  Boys 

1133 

67-92% 

Girls 

1044 

61-33% 

Fair 

..  Boys 

517 

29-42% 

Girls 

535 

31-43% 

Bad  

..  Boys 

95 

5-66% 

Girls 

123 

7-22% 

Recommended  for 

Boys 

85 

4-81% 

refraction 

Girls 

125 

7-34% 

The  figures  for  “ good  ” and  “ fair  ” 

visual  acuity  are  not 

strictly  accurate,  firstly  because  in  testing  the  7-year  olds  use  is 
made  of  the  Snellen’s  number  card  and  the  6/6  line  is  not  easily 
read,  and  secondly  the  lighting  conditions  in  schools  are  not 
always  satisfactory  for  this  work. 

Figures  for  “ bad  ” vision  are,  however,  accurate  and  show 
•a  slight  tendency  to  increase  over  the  figures  for  the  last  few 
C years. 

OEars. 

(a)  Diseases 

Otorrhoea  ...  ...  Boys  17  0-97% 

Girls  11  0-65% 

Boys  12  0-72% 

Girls  0 


Other  diseases 
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(b)  Defective  Hearing  : — 


Grade  I.  ... 

. . . Boys 

8 

0-45% 

Girls 

8 

047% 

Grade  II. a 

. . . Boys 

1 

006% 

Girls 

0 

... 

Grade  II. b 

. . . Boys 

1 

006% 

Girls 

0 

... 

Grade  III. 

. . . Boys 

0 

... 

Girls 

0 

• • ■ 

Children  who  suffer  from  severe  deafness  are  educated  in 
special  schools  outwith  the  county  and  so  do  not  appear  for 
systematic  medical  examination  in  their  age  groups. 

Hearing  Testing. 

This  is  carried  out  by  means  of  the  spoken  voice  at  20  ft., 
sequences  of  figures  being  used.  Experience  over  the  last  few 
years  has  been  that  this  test  is  not  of  much  service.  Admittedly 
it  picks  out  the  children  having  Grade  II. a deafness  or  worse, 
but  these  are  usually  noted  in  the  course  of  the  ordinary  examina- 
tion or  are  reported  by  the  teacher.  Children  having  Grade  I. 
deafness  are  apt  to  be  missed. 

Several  factors  are  at  work  in  preventing  the  accuracy  of 
this  test,  viz.,  the  intelligence  or  alertness  of  the  child,  the 
adventitious  sounds  so  frequently  present  in  every  ^school.  and 
the  lack  of  standardisation  of  the  voice  of  the  persons  carrying 
out  the  test. 

Speech. 


Defective  articulation  . . . 

Boys 

15 

0-85% 

Girls 

3 

0-17% 

Stammering 

Boys 

15 

0-85% 

Girls 

0 

... 

;ures  for  stammering  show 

an  increase 

this 

year  entirely 

among  boys. 

There  is  no  speech  therapist  in  the  county,  but  the  more 
urgent  cases  are  referred  to  the  educational  psychologist  who 
gives  what  advice  and  treatment  is  possible.  The  services 
of  a wholetime  speech  therapist  would  be  invaluable  in  the 


area. 
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Mental  and  Nervous  Condition. 

Figures  for  these  are  not  quoted,  as  it  is  not  possible  to 
estimate  these  conditions  in  the  short  time  devoted  to  the 
physical  examination  of  the  children. 

Ascertainment  of  mental  defect  is  carried  out  at  special 
visits,  usually  at  the  request  of  the  head  teacher. 

The  number  of  official  mental  tests  performed  during  the 
year  was  39. 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  Child  Guidance 
Clinic  was  81  and  the  number  of  attendances  was  942. 

Circulatory  System. 


(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease  : — 


(i)  Congenital 

...  Boys 

2 

on% 

Girls 

2 

o-ii% 

(ii)  Acquired 

...  Boys 

3 

0-17% 

Girls 

4 

0-23% 

(b)  Functional  conditions 

...  Boys 

71 

4-03% 

Girls 

84 

4-98% 

Figures  for  acquired  heart 

disease  show 

a definite  reduction 

this  year,  continuing  the  downward  trend  over  the  last  few  years. 
The  total  number  of  organic  heart  conditions  as  noted  in  Table 
IV.,  however,  still  remains  fairly  constant,  the  figure  this  year 
being  86. 

Figures  for  functional  conditions  are  apt  to  vary  according 
to  what  the  medical  officer  considers  worthy  of  record. 

Lungs. 


Chronic  Bronchitis 

,.  Boys 

6 

0-34% 

Girls 

11 

0-65% 

Suspected  Tuberculosis  . . 

..  Boys 

6 

0-34% 

Girls 

7 

0-41% 

Other  diseases 

..  Boys 

52 

2-95% 

Girls 

44 

2-61% 

Figures  for  chronic  bronchitis  and  suspected  tuberculosis 
are  higher  this  year.  “ Other  diseases  ” consist  mainly  of 
catarrhal  conditions,  but  this  year  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
amount  of  asthma  noted.  The  catarrhal  conditions  in  girls 
remains  about  the  same  ; but  there  has  been  a reduction  among 
boys,  mainly  in  the  entrant  and  3rd  age  group. 
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Referring  to  Table  IV.,  paragraph  7(d),  the  total  number 
of  “ Other  Causes  of  Ill-health  ” is  24,  of  which  18  are  lung 
conditions,  as  compared  with  4 lung  conditions  in  the  table  of 
two  years  ago. 

This  increase  in  chronic  conditions  of  the  lung,  apart  from 
tuberculosis,  is  worthy  of  note. 


Deformities. 


Congenital  ...  ...  Boj^s 

12 

0-72% 

Girls 

7 

0-41% 

Acquired  (infantile  paralysis)  : — 

Boys 

3 

0T7% 

Girls 

2 

011% 

Acquired  (rickets)  ...  Boys 

10 

0-60% 

Girls 

4 

0-23% 

Acquired  (other  causes)...  Boys 

30 

17% 

Girls 

43 

2-55% 

Acquired  (postural  defects)  : — 

Boys 

23 

1-31% 

Girls 

16 

094% 

There  is  no  comment  to  make  on 

these  figures. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Boys 

4 

0-23%  ' 

Girls 

4 

0-23%  j 

These  figures  require  no  comment. 

It  should 

be  pointed 

out  that  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  amongst 
children  of  school  age  was  again  exceedingly  low. 


Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 

Boys  52  2-95% 

Girls  47  2-78%  J 

These  figures  are  increased  this  year  but  are  apt  to  vary 
from  year  to  year  according  to  what  conditions  the  Medical 
Officer  considers  worthy  of  note.  No  real  increase  in  disease 
is  suspected. 
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The  figures  for  suspected  anaemia,  not  tabulated  under  any 
of  the  above  headings,  are  : — 

Boys  11  0-66% 

Girls  9 0-53% 

Most  cases  are  in  the  entrant  group. 

General  .Statement  of  Defects. 

The  number  of  children  noted  as  being  free  from  defects 
(Table  III.)  totals  52-81%  this  year  as  against  47-12%  last 
year,  the  improvement  being  in  the  entrant  and  3rd  age  group. 
The  percentage  of  children  suffering  from  a defect  which  is  either 
incurable,  or  where  improvement  only  is  to  be  expected,  remains 
about  the  same  as  last  year,  but  the  percentage  of  those  suffering 
from  curable  defects  has  decreased  from  29  4 last  year  to  22-70 
this  year.  These  figures  are  most  gratifying. 

Table  I. 

Total  number  of  children  examined. 


A.  Systematic  Examinations  : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants 

622 

596 

1218* 

2nd  Age  Group 

543 

523 

1066 

3rd  Age  Group 

548 

506 

1054 

4th  Age  Group 

50 

60 

110 

1763 

1685 

3448* 

* These  figures  are  not  comparable  with  those  of  previous 
years,  as  most  of  the  larger  schools  did  not  enrol  entrants 
in  April  this  year. 


Other  systematic  examinations  ...  151 

167  318 

B.  Other  Examinations  : — 

(1)  Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits 

466 

Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits 

429 

895 

4 
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(2)  Re-examinations  by  Medical  Officers  : 

(a)  Dumfries  County  3889 

(b)  Dumfries  Burgh  

3923 


(Defects  3025  ; uncleanliness  864). 

Number  of  special  visits  by  Medical  Officers  ...  1"4 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  examina- 
tions who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment 
(excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries)  : — 

Entrants  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^8 

2nd  Age  Group  

3rd  Age  Group  

4th  Age  Group  

Other  systematic  examinations  20 


Total 340 


Number  notified  for  uncleanliness 


Table  II. — Systematic 

Return  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Nature  of  Defect. 


1.  Clothing  Unsatisfactory  

2.  Footgear  Unsatisfactory 

3.  Uncleanliness. 

(a)  Head— Dirty  

Nits  or  Vermin 

(b)  Body— Dirty  

Verminous  

4.  Skin. 

(a)  Head— Ringworm  

Impetigo  

Other  Diseases 

(b)  Body— Ringworm  

Impetigo 

Scabies 

Other  Diseases 

5.  Nutritional  State. 

Slightly  Defective  

Bad  

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  

7.  Naso-Pharynx. 

(a)  Nose — 

i.  Obstruction  requiring  observation 

ii.  Obstruction  requiring  operation  ... 

iii.  Other  conditions 

(b)  Throat— 

i.  Tonsils  requiring  observation 
li.  Tonsils  requiring  operation 

(c)  Glands — 

1.  Requiring  observation 

ii.  Requiring  operation 

8.  Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis  

Conjunctivitis  ...  

Corneal  Opacities  

Strabismus  

Other  Diseases 

(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

Good  

Fair  

Bad  

Recommended  for  refraction  ... 


Total 
examined 
at  all  ages 

3448 

Entrants. 

Boys 

622 

Girls 

596 

No.  ' 

Of 

/ o 

No. 

Of 

So  \ 

i 

0.16 

... 

12 

1.93 

28 

4.69 

1 

0.16 

... 

...  I 

2 

0.32 

3 

0.48 

... 

...  1 

3 

0.48 

6 

100 

2 

0.32 

3 

0.50 

23 

3.7 

16 

2.68 

74 

11.69 

... 

56 

9.39 

16 

2.57 

15 

2.51 

29 

4.66 

17 

2.85 

18 

2.89 

23 

3.86 

24 

3.85 

13 

2.18 

95 

15.26 

86 

11.07 

38 

6.11 

38 

6.37 

43 

6.91 

29 

4.86 

7 

1.12 

3 

0.50 

5 

0.8 

2 

0.32 

1 

0.17 

10 

1.6 

12 

2.01 

1 

0.16 

2 

0.33 

3447 

604 

618 

(7  years) 

220 

36.3 

204 

33.27 

336 

56.63 

347 

56.60 

48 

8.07 

62 

10.11 

41 

6.79 

67 

10.93 

45 


Examinations. 

Children  in  each  Age-Group  suffering  from  particular  defects  : — 


Second  a 

ge-Group. 

Third  Age-Group. 

Fourth  a 

ge-Group. 

All  t 

IGES. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

543 

523 

548 

j 

>06 

50 

60 

1' 

63 

1685 

:Ko. 

% 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

2 

0.37 

1 

0.19 

... 

... 

1 

0.19 

2 

0.11 

2 

0.11 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0.06 

... 

1 

0.18 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.06 

1 

0.05 

12 

2.2 

35 

6.69 

5 

0.92 

52 

10.27 

... 

1 

1.66 

27 

1.5 

116 

6.88 

2 

0.37 

2 

0.38 

2 

0.39 

3 

0.17 

4 

0.23 

2 

0.11 

1 

0.18 

... 

... 

1 

0.19 

4 

0.23 

1 

0.05 

5 

0.92 

... 

3 

0.57 

10 

1.83 

14 

2.76 

4 

8.00 

3 

5.00 

22 

1.25 

... 

26 

1.54 

2 

0.37 

3 

0.57 

2 

0.37 

1 

0.19 

6 

0.34 

7 

0.41 

:25 

4.61 

23 

4.39 

18 

3.3 

18 

3.55 

2 

4.00 

3 

5.00 

68 

3.86 

60 

3.56 

£56 

10.31 

58 

11.09 

61 

11.19 

45 

8.89 

1 

1.66 

191 

10.85 

160 

9.49 

1 

0.18 

... 

... 

1 

0.06 

... 

= 50 

9.21 

73 

13.95 

29 

4.32 

28 

5.53 

4 

8.00 

1 

1.66 

99 

5.62 

117 

6.94 

4 

0.74 

7 

133 

3 

0.54 

... 

36 

2.04 

24 

1.42 

2 

0.37 

... 

... 

2 

0.39 

20 

1.14 

25 

1.48 

.16 

2.65 

8 

1.52 

18 

3.3 

8 

1.68 

... 

1 

1.66 

58 

3.29 

30 

1.78 

137 

6.82 

52 

9.94 

24 

4.4 

25 

4.94 

2 

3.33 

156 

8.86 

165 

9.79 

1 6 

0.92 

10 

1.91 

4 

0.75 

8 

1.58 

47 

2.67 

56 

3.31 

14 

2.58 

9 

1.71 

9 

1.65 

3 

0.59 

66 

3.75 

41 

2.43 

•4 

0.74 

6 

1.14 

5 

0.92 

9 

1.77 

16 

0.91 

18 

1.06 

• .. 

1 

0.19 

3 

0.54 

,,, 

... 

8 

0.45 

1 

0.05 

: 2 

0.37 

2 

0.38 

... 

... 

4 

0.23 

3 

0.17 

' i 

0.18 

7 

1.33 

5 

0.42 

5 

0.98 

1 

2.00 

17 

0.97 

24 

1.42 

:i 

0.18 

1 

0.19 

... 

2 

0.39 

2 

0.11 

5 

0.29 

14 

76.06 

397 

75.90 

460 

83  94 

398 

78.65 

39 

78.00 

45 

75.00 

1133 

67.92 

1044 

61.33 

?2 

18.78 

94 

17.97 

72 

13.14 

86 

16.99 

7 

14.00 

8 

13.33 

517 

29.42 

535 

31.43 

"7 

5.00 

32 

6.11 

16 

2.92 

22 

4.34 

4 

8.00 

7 

11.66 

95 

5.66 

123 

7.22 

.0 

3.68 

24 

4.58 

16 

2.92 

29 

5.73 

8 

16.00 

5 

8.33 

85 

4.81 

125 

7.84 
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Table  n. — Systematic 


Return-  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


■ 

Total 
examined 
at  all  ages. 

3448 

Entra 

STS. 

Nature  of  defect. 

Boys 

622 

Girls 

596 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

9.  Ears. 

(a)  Diseases — 

0.50 

Otorrhoea  ...  

... 

6 

0.96 

3 

Other  Diseases 

(b)  Defective  Hearing — 

3447 

3 

0.48 

... 

... 

Grade  I.  ...  

(7  years) 

5 

0.8 

5 

0.83 

Grade  II. a ...  

... 

***  I 

Grade  Il.b  

... 

... 

... 

Grade  III. 
10.  SPEECH. 

3448 

... 

Defective  Articulation 

8 

1.29 

i 

0.17 

Stammering 

1 

0.16 

... 

11.  Mental  and  Nervous  condition. 

(a)  Backward 

... 

... 

...  “ 

(b)  Dull  

4 

0.64 

... 

...  r 

(c)  Mentally  Defective  (educable) 

2 

0.32 

... 

•-  A 

(d)  Mentally  Defective  (ineducable) 

... 

0.33 

(e)  Highly  Nervous  or  Unstable  

2 

0.32 

2 

(f)  Difficult  In  Behaviour 

1 

0.16 

... 

12.  Circulatory  System. 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease— 

i.  Congenital 

... 

... 

0.17 

ii.  Acquired  

... 

i 

(b)  Functional  Conditions 

24 

3.85 

30 

5.07 

(c)  Anaemia 

13.  LUNGS. 

e 

1.45 

5 

088 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

3 

0.48 

3 

0.50 

Suspected  Tuberculosis  

3 

0.48 

2 

0.38 

Other  Diseases  

... 

25 

4.02 

27 

4.53 

14.  Deformities. 

0.64 

(a)  Congenital  

4 

... 

(b)  Acquired  (Infantile  Paralysis) 

i 

0.16 

... 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  Rickets)  ... 

3 

0.48 

13 

2.18 

0.50 

(d)  Acquired  (Other  Causes)  

8 

1.29 

(e)  Postural  Defects  

... 

6 

0.96 

3 

16.  Infectious  Diseases 

... 

2 

0.82 

4 

0.67 

16.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects  

14 

2.25 

21 

3.52 
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Examinations  (continued). 

Children  in  each  Age-Group  suffering  from  particular  defects 


Second  Age-Group. 

Third  Ac 

ie-Group. 

Fourth  Age-Group. 

All  j! 

Q 

P3 

02 

1 1 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

543 

523 

548 

500 

50 

60 

1763 

1685 

No. 

O' 

O 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

o/ 

o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

4 

0.73 

3 

0.57 

6 

! i.i 

5 

0.98 

1 

200 

17 

0.97 

11 

0.65 

6 

111 

3 

0.54 

12 

0.72 

1 

0.18 

3 

0.57 

1 

0.18 

1 

2.00 

8 

0.45 

8 

0.47 

1 

0.18 

... 

1 

0.06 

1 

0.18 

... 

1 

0.06 

4 

0.74 

2 

0.38 

3 

0.54 

15 

0.85 

3 

0.17 

8 

1.47 

5 

0.92 

l 

2.00 

15 

0.85 

7 

1.29 

1 

0.18 

1 

0.19 

12 

0.72 

1 

0.05 

4 

0.74 

5 

0.95 

7 

1.28 

7 

1.38 

13 

0.74 

12 

0.71 

"l 

0.18 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

0.17 

2 

0.11 

... 

1 

0.18 

... 

2 

0.11 

... 

2 

0.37 

* 

0.19 

1 

0.19 

* 

0.11 

2 

0.11 

2 

0.37 

3 

0.57 

1 

0.18 

3 

0.17 

4 

0.23 

27 

4.07 

40 

7.64 

19 

3.78 

12 

2.37 

1 

2.00 

2 

3.33 

71 

4.03 

84 

4.98 

1 

0.18 

2 

0.38 

l 

0.18 

2 

0.39 

11 

0.66 

9 

0.53 

2 

0.37 

3 

0.57 

1 

0.18 

5 

0.98 

6 

0.34 

11 

0.65 

1 

0.18 

2 

0.38 

3 

0.59 

« 

0.34 

7 

0.41 

10 

2.57 

7 

1.33 

9 

1.65 

10 

1.97 

2 

4.00 

52 

2 95 

44 

2.61 

3 

0.74 

3 

0.57 

5 

0.92 

3 

0.59 

12 

0.72 

7 

0.41 

1 

0.19 

l 

0.18 

1 

2.00 

i 

1.66 

3 

0.17 

2 

0.11 

1 

0.18 

2 

0.38 

6 

1.1 

2 

0.39 

10 

0.60 

4 

0.23 

6 

1.11 

10 

1.91 

15 

2.75 

19 

3.75 

l 

2.00 

i 

1.66 

30 

1.7 

43 

2.55 

7 

1.29 

4 

0.76 

8 

1.47 

9 

1.77 

2 

4.00 

... 

23 

1.31 

16 

0.94 

2 

0.37 

1 - 

... 

4 

0.23 

4 

0.23 

22 

4.05 

11 

2.10 

14 

2.57 

12 

2.37 

2 

4.00 

3 

5.00 

52 

2.95 

47 

2.78 

48 


Table  III. — Systematic 


Entrants. 

Second 
Ace-Geo  cp. 

Classification. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

I.  Children  free  from  defects  

630 

51.72 

517 

47.94 

II.  Children  (otherwise  free  from  defects) 
who  suffer  from — 

(a)  Defective  vision  not  worse  than 
6/12  in  the  better  eye  with  or 
without  glasses  

38 

3.56 

or 

(b)  Conditions  of  mouth  and  teeth 
requiring  treatment  

14 

1.15 

79 

7.41 

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b)  

3 

0.29 

Total  

14 

1.15 

120 

11.26 

III.  Children  suffering  from  ailments  (other 
than  those  mentioned  in  II.)  from 
which  complete  recovery  is  anticipated 
within  a few  weeks  ...  

233 

19.13 

156 

15.69 

IV.  Children  suffering  from  (or  suspected  to 
be  sufferi  ng  from)defects  less  remedi- 
able than  defects  specified  in  II.  or 
III.  distinguishing  cases — 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or  restoration 
of  function  (in  the  case  of  eye 
defect,  full  correction)  is  considered 
possible  

327 

26.85 

243 

22.79 

(b)  Where  improvement  only  is  con- 
sidered possible,  e.g.  without  com- 
plete restoration  of  function 

14 

1.15 

30 

2.82 

Total  

341 

28 

273 

25.61 

Total  number  of  children  examined 

1218 

100% 

1066 

100% 
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Medical  Examinations. 


Ti 

Age- 

nui) 

Group. 

Fourth 

Age-Group. 

Other 

Systematic. 

Total. 

Number 

of 

Per- 

Number 

of 

Per- 

Number 

of 

Per- 

Number 

of 

Per- 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

608 

57.69 

66 

60 

168 

52.83 

1989 

52.81 

47 

4.45 

6 

5.45 

7 

2.2 

98 

2.07 

35 

3.30 

4 

3.65 

14 

4.4 

146 

4.14 

1 

0.09 

... 

4 

0.38 

83 

7.84 

10 

9.1 

21 

6.6 

248 

6.69 

126 

11.75 

10 

9.1 

41 

12.9 

566 

15.03 

195 

18.94 

21 

19.09 

69 

21.73 

855 

22.70 

42 

3.98 

3 

2.73  j 

19 

5.94 

108 

2.87 

227 

22.92 

24 

21.82  i 

88 

27.67 

963 

25.57 

1054 

100% 

110 

100% 

318 

100% 

3766  | 

100% 
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Table  IV. 

Return  oe  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in 

the  Area. 


DISABILITY. 

1 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools 

At  Special 
Schools  or 
Classes 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution 

Total. 

— 

1.  Blind  

3 

3 

2.  Partially  sighted — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 

curriculum  of  an  ordinary  school 

would  adversely  affect  the  eye 

condition  

11 

... 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye,  ... 

11 

. 

11 

3.  Deaf — 

Grade  I 

39 

Grade  Il.a  1 

9 

... 

... 

Grade  Il.b  

... 

... 

... 

Grade  III.  

10 

... 

10 

4.  Defective  speech — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring 

special  educational  measures 

25 

... 

25 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 

educational  measures 

16 

... 

5.  Mentally  defective  (children  between  5 

• 

and  16  years) — 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx.  50-70)  ... 

10 

65 

3* 

73 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less  than 

50) 

25t 

25 

6.  Epilepsy — 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  

16 

1 

... 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 

residential  school)  ... 

... 

... 

7.  Physically  defective  (Children  between  5 

and  16  years) — 

(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (ex- 

eluding  cervical  glands)  ... 

10 

... 

10 

(b)  General  orthopasdic  conditions 

162 

4 

6 

172 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease  

84 

1 

1 

86 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health  : — 

Asthma 

6 

1 

t 

Bronchiectasis 

7 

1 

... 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

4 

1 

Diabetes  

3 

... 

General  debility 

2 

... 

Hirschsprung’s  disease 

1 

•Including  2 who  left  the  ordinary  school  aged  15  years.  t County  cases  only. 
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Table  IV.  (continued). 


Disability. 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools. 

At  Special 
Schools  or 
Classes. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

-8.  Multiple  defects — 

(a)  Educable  M.D.  and  deaf  Grade  I. 

• 

1 

1 

(b)  Educable  M.D.  and  hemiplegia  ... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

(c)  Deaf  Grade  IIa.  and  speech  defect 

1 

... 

... 

1 

(d)  Deaf  Grade  Ha.  and  torticollis  ... 

I 

... 

... 

1 

(e)  Congenital  heart  and  defective  arti- 
culation   

1 

1 

(f)  Congenital  heart  and  synovitis  of 
knee 

1 

1 

(g)  Bronchiectasis  and  thromocyto- 
penic  purpura  

1 

1 

(h)  Ineducable  M.D.  and  hemiplegia  ... 

2 

2 

t 
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Table  V. 


Average  Heights 


and  Weights  at  School  Medical 


Inspection. 


Boys. 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured  

370 

364 

383 

46 

Average  age  (years) 

9 

13A 

l®rs 

Average  height  (inches) 

43.06 

62.43 

59.38 

67.37 

Number  weighed  

288 

252 

456 

46 

Average  age  (years) 

5A 

Otht 

i«A 

Average  weight  (lbs.) 

44.04 

64.16 

91.86 

129.71 

Girls. 


AGE 

GROUPS 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured  

378 

322 

327 

56 

Average  age  (years) 

6yV 

(>A 

13A 

16y\ 

Average  height  (inches) 

42.76 

51.94 

60.55 

63.52 

Number  weighed  

324 

233 

394 

55 

Average  age  (years) 

5XV 

9 A 

13yV 

Average  weight  (lbs.) 

42.08 

63.34 

96.40 

123.52 
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6.  Medical  Treatment. 

Minor  Ailments  (figures  relate  to  children  seen,  not 
number  of  treatments). 

(1)  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  minor  injuries,  etc.  ... 

(2)  Diseases  of  the  ear 

(3)  Diseases  of  the  eye,  excluding  defective  vision 

(4)  Diseases  of  the  skin  : — 

Ringworm  (scalp) 

Ringworm  (body) 


to 

78 

13 

23 

0 

0 

5 

38 


Scabies  ... 

Impetigo 

Other  diseases,  including  pediculosis  and  septic 

conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

In  addition  128  unclassified  cases  were  seen  at  Annan  Cbnic. 


B.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

(1)  Number  of  retinoscopies  performed  by  School 

Medical  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  473 

(2)  Number  of  children  referred  to  Consulting  Ophthal- 

mologist ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

(3)  Number  of  spectacles  provided  through  the  School 

Health  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  561 

Squints  are  treated  by  provision  of  glasses,  by  total  occlusion 
where  necessary,  and  by  operation. 


C.  Nose  and  Throat  (operative  treatment)  ...  ...  446 

D.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  (specialist 

treatment)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


7.  Special  Schools  and  Classes. 

In  a rural  area  such  as  this,  the  provision  of  special  educational 
treatment  for  handicapped  children  presents  two  main  problems. 
Firstly,  a sufficient  number  of  such  children  in  each  category 
are  not  concentrated  in  any  one  area  and  their  transport  is  not 
always  practicable.  Secondly,  the  shortage  of  teachers,  parti- 
cularly those  specially  trained  to  teach  subnormal  children,  is 
more  felt  in  a rural  area,  making  the  provision  of  such  classes 
impracticable  meantime. 

Physically  defective  children  receive  their  education  and 
training  in  residential  schools  outwith  the  county  in  cases  where 
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this  can  be  arranged.  Others  are  taught  in  the  ordinary  schools, 
transport  being  arranged  if  required  and,  for  those  unfit  to  attend 
school,  home  tuition  is  recommended. 

Educationally  sub-normal  children  are  taught  in  three 
special  classes,  one  at  Dumfries  (Catherinefield  School  having 
two  teachers),  one  at  Annan,  and  one  at  Lockerbie,  each  having 
one  teacher.  The  number  of  these  classes  should  be  increased. 
The  three  areas  in  the  county  still  not  covered  are  Langholm, 
Moffat,  and  the  Kirkconnel-Sanquhar  areas.  There  should  be 
sufficient  pupils  in  these  areas  to  warrant  the  provision  of  a 
class  if  specially  trained  teachers  were  available. 

An  occupation  centre,  operated  by  the  Dumfries  Mental 
Welfare  Association  in  conjunction  with  the  education  authority, 
is  about  to  be  opened  in  Dumfries  burgh  for  the  benefit  of  children 
considered  to  be  ineducable  but  trainable. 

(a)  Physically  defective  children  : — 

Two  are  in  residence  at  East  Park  Home,  Largs.  Two  are 
at  the  Trefoil  School,  Polkemmet,  and  one  at  Westerlea 
School,  Edinburgh. 

(b)  Blind  children  : — 

Three  are  in  the  Royal  Blind  Asylum,  Edinburgh. 
Partially  sighted  : — 

No  special  provision  outside  the  ordinary  class. 

(c)  Deaf  children  : — 

Three  are  being  educated  in  Donaldsons  Hospital,  Edinburgh ; 
five  in  the  Glasgow  School  for  the  Deaf ; one  in  St.  Vincent’s 
Deaf  and  Dumb  School,  Glasgow,  and  one  in  the  Mary  Hare 
Grammar  School,  Newbury,  Berks. 

Partially  deaf  children  remain  in  the  ordinary  school,  being 
given  favourable  positions  in  the  classroom.  It  is  hoped 
that  suitable  cases  will  be  provided  with  hearing  aids. 

(d)  Mentally  defective  children  in  the  educable  group,  ».e. 

educationally  subnormal  children  having  an  I.Q,.  of  50  70. 

34  on  the  roll  of  the  Dumfries  class  (including  one 
Stewartry  child)  ; 

19  on  the  roll  of  the  Annan  class  ; 

13  on  the  roll  of  the  Lockerbie  class. 

(e)  Classes  for  retarded  children  are  at  present  incompletely 
organised. 
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Ntjrseby  Schools. 

Two  nursery  schools  were  opened  during  the  session,  one 
in  Maxwelltown  and  one  in  Annan,  with  a roll  of  40  in  each. 

The  School  Medical  Officers  pay  a monthly  visit  and  the 
health  visitor  a weekly  visit. 

Seventy-nine  first  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the 
School  Medical  Officers,  and  two  of  these  children  were  notified 
to  the  parent  as  suffering  from  a defect  requiring  attention 
and  one  was  notified  for  uncleanliness. 

Ninety-seven  further  individual  examinations  are  noted  as 
having  been  made,  but  all  children  are  seen  in  the  playroom  at 
each  visit. 

Eleven  children  were  found  to  be  slightly  undernourished. 
Generally  speaking,  the  children  were  in  a good  state  of  health 
and  were  in  a cleanly  condition. 

SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE. 

For  most  of  the  school  year  the  qualified  dental  staff  has 
consisted  of  one  assistant  dental  officer.  When  it  is  appreciated 
that  the  staff  necessary  to  provide  a full  dental  service  for  the 
school  children  in  the  area  would  be  one  senior  and  six  assistant 
dental  officers,  the  complete  inadequacy  of  the  present  school 
dental  service  will  be  apparent.  It  is  a matter  of  grave  concern 
that  the  school  dental  service,  with  its  unrivalled  opportunities 
for  promoting  dental  hygiene,  should  be  rendered  almost 
ineffective  by  the  introduction  of  a national  health  service. 

During  the  year  the  following  schools  were  visited  for 


dental  inspection 

and  treatment  : — 

Hutton. 

Sibbaldbie. 

Gubhill. 

Trailtrow. 

Nethermill. 

Annan  Academy. 

Hoddam. 

Cummertrees. 

Garrel. 

Eastriggs. 

Shieldhill. 

St.  Columba’s. 

Tundergarth. 

Corrie. 

Lockerbie  Academy .. 

Hightae. 

Breconbeds. 

St.  Andrew’s  Girls’. 

Brydekirk. 

Beattock. 

Mount  Pleasant. 

Tynron. 

Goodhope. 

Crossford. 

Hutton  Hall. 

St.  Michael’s. 

Moniaive. 

Dun  cow. 

Dais  win  ton. 

Glencaple. 

Penpont. 

Gilnockie. 

Ewes. 

Westerkirk. 

Noblehill. 

Catherinefield. 
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Holy  wood. 

Sanquhar  Academy. 

Lochmaben. 

Speddoch. 

Keir. 

Carron  bridge. 

Middlebie. 

Auldgirth. 


Moffat  Academy. 

Gretna  High. 

Mennock. 

Steilston. 

Burnhead. 

Brownhall. 

Amisfield. 

Gatelawbridge. 


Benedictine  Convent. 
Harlaw. 

Barndennoch. 

Wanlockhead. 

Durisdeer. 

Dalton. 

Eskdalemuir. 

Glenesslin. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


Systematic 

examina- 

tions 

Special  and 
emergency 
cases 

Total 

1.  Inspected  by  the  Dental 
Officers  : — 

Age  5 years 

708 

2 

710 

6 „ 

739 

4 

743 

7 „ 

777 

4 

781 

8 „ 

720 

1 

721 

9 

645 

14 

659 

10  „ 

584 

6 

590 

11  „ 

599 

15 

614 

12  „ 

89 

14 

103 

13  „ 

22 

4 

26 

14 

13 

6 

19 

15  

8 

4 

12 

16  „ 

1 

1 

•) 

Total 

4905 

75 

4980 

2.  Found  to  require  treatment 

2703 

75 

2778 

2a.  Number  accepting  treatment 

1676 

75 

1751 

3.  Number  actually  treated 

1624 

75 

1699 

4.  Attendances  made  for  treat- 

ment  ... 

1978 

129 

2107 

5.  Fillings  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

1248 

13 

1261 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

194 

3 

197 

6.  Extractions  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

98 

10 

108 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

2036 

38 

2074 

7.  General  anaesthetics 

... 

... 

8.  Other  operations  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

318 

87 

405 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

186 

1 

187 

9.  Half-days  devoted  to  inspec- 

tions 

76 

. . • 

... 

Half-days  devoted  to  treat- 

ment 

343 

... 

Half-days  devoted  to  office 

work 

81 

. . . 

10.  Number  of  children  having 

private  treatment 

19 

... 

19 

10a.  Number  of  children  refusing 

964 

964 

10b.  Number  of  forms  not  returned 

63 

63 

11.  Orthodontic  appliances 

7 

. . . 

7 

12.  Partial  dentures 

1 

1 

- 
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Treatment  at  Langholm  Academy  and  Loreburn  St.  John’s 
School,  which  was  begun  during  the  previous  year,  was  completed 
this  year.  The  following  information  relates  to  the  work  carried 
out  at  these  schools  : — 


Number  of  acceptances 

...  130 

Number  of  attendances 

...  120 

Permanent  fillings 

86 

Temporary  fillings 

0 

Permanent  extractions 

8 

Temporary  extractions 

98 

Other  operations  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

26 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

4 

r 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


County  Health  Offices, 

County  Buildings, 

Dumfries. 

To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotla'nd. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  ended  3 1st 
December,  1950.  The  report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

In  all  branches  of  the  Department’s  work  the  year  under 
review  has  been  a very  busy  one  and  the  duties  accomplished 
could  not  have  been  done  had  it  not  been  for  the  wholehearted 
co-operation  of  every  member  of  my  staff,  to  whom  1 wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  services  rendered  by  them. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  WILSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING. 

As  the  result  of  housing  legislation,  local  authorities  have 
become  large-scale  builders  of  houses  for  the  accommodation  of 
working-class  families  and,  although  it  may  take  many  years 
to  provide  ideal  housing  conditions  for  all,  considerable  progress 
is  being  made  in  this  direction. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  this  local  authority, 
and  occupied  for  the  first  time  during  1950,  was  80.  In  addition’ 
42  houses  were  erected  by  Government  departments  and  by 
private  enterprise,  making  a total  of  122  houses  for  the  year. 

The  following  tables  show  the  progress  made  in  the  County 
as  regards  the  provision  of  new  houses,  and  the  type,  size,  and 
situation  of  these  houses  is  also  shown. 


1.  Local  Authority  Houses  occupied  for  the  first  time 
between  January,  1950,  and  December,  1950. 


Type. 

Size. 

Situation. 

No 

Permanent — Traditional  . . . 

4 apts.  . 

. . Eaglesfield  . . . 

...  2 

4 apts.  . 

..  Kirkconnel  ... 

...  42 

4 apts.  . 

..  Nethermill  ... 

...  10 

4 apts.  . 

. . Thornhill 

...  12 

5 apts.  . 

. Thornhill 

...  4 

Permanent — Traditional 

4 apts.  . 

..  Carronbridge 

...  4 

(Agricultural  Population) 

4 apts.  . 

. Johnstonebridge 

2 

4 apts.  . 

. Sibbaldbie  ... 

...  4 

Total  ... 


..  80 


2.  Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  and 

OCCUPIED  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1950,  AND 

December,  1950. 


Department.  Type. 

Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

Forestry  Commission  Permanent — 

4 apts. 

Ae  Village  .. 

. 6 

Traditional. 

Wooden 

. 4 apts. 

Eskdalemuir.. 

. 6 

Wooden 

. 4 apts. 

Glencairn 

. 3 

Wooden 

. 4 apts. 

Kirkmichael . . , 

. 1 

Department  of  Agri-  Permanent — 

4 apts. 

Gretna 

. 2 

culture.  Traditional. 

Total  . 

, 18 
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3.  Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  and  occupied 

FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1950,  AND  DECEMBER, 

1950. 

(a)  With  assistance  under  the  Housing  (Agricultural  Popula- 


tion)  (Scotland)  Act,  1938. 

Type.  Size. 

Situation. 

Xo 

Permanent — Traditional  ...  3 apts. 

...  Dr}desdale 

...  2 

4 apts. 

...  Drvfesdale 

...  2 

4 apts. 

...  Hoddom 

...  1 

4 apts. 

...  Holywood 

...  1 

3 apts. 

...  Mouswald 

...  2 

4 apts. 

...  Tinwald 

...  1 

4 apts. 

...  Torthorwald 

...  1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  10 


(b)  With  assistance  under  the  Hill  Farming  Act,  1946. 


Type.  Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

Permanent — Traditional  ...  4 apts.  ...  Westerkirk 

...  1 

4 apts.  ...  Eskdalemuir 

...  1 

Total  ... 

2 

(c)  Without  assistance. 

Type.  Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

Permanent— Traditional  4 apts.  ... 

Applegarth 

...  1 

4 apts.  ... 

Hoddom 

...  1 

4 apts.  ... 

Hutton  and  Corrie 

...  1 

3 apts.  ... 

Ki  rk  patrick  - Fleming 

...  1 

4 apts.  ... 

Langholm 

...  1 

3 apts.  ... 

Mouswald 

...  1 

4 apts.  ... 

St.  Mungo 

...  2 

4 apts.  ... 

Tinwald 

...  1 

4 apts.  ... 

Tynron  ... 

...  1 

Wooden  ...  ...  ...  4 apts.  ... 

Kirkmahoe 

9 

• • • ** 

Total  ... 

..  12 
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HOUSING  ACTS. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Housing  Acts, 
detailed  survey  reports  were  made  in  respect  of  43  houses  and 
3 houses  were  re-surveyed.  These  reports  give  full  details  of  the 
structure,  accommodation  and  facilities,  and  allow  of  a judgment 
being  arrived  at  as  regard  the  category  or  state  of  fitness  of 
houses. 

Official  representations  (in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1930)  were  made  in  respect  of  11  unsatisfactory  houses. 
Demolition  Orders  were  served  in  respect  of  5 houses  and  3 houses 
were  made  the  subjects  of  Closing  Orders.  Undertakings  to  the 
effect  that  unsatisfactory  houses  would  no  longer  be  let  for 
human  habitation  were  accepted  by  the  Council  in  respect  of 
8 dwellings. 

In  addition,  160  re-inspections  were  made  of  dwellings  in 
respect  of  which  the  Council  had  already  taken  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts. 

POST-WAR  HOUSING. 

So  that  the  post-war  housing  position  as  a whole  may  be 
kept  in  mind,  the  figures  (a)  for  new  houses  erected  in  the  post- 
war period,  and  (b)  for  unsatisfactory  dwellings  dealt  with  during 
the  post-war  period,  are  set  out  as  follows  : — (The  post-war  period 
is  considered  as  from  January,  1945,  to  31st  December,  1950— 
a period  of  six  years). 

(a)  New  Houses. 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  and  occupied  in 
the  post-war  period  ...  ...  ...  j 278 

These  comprised  : — 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  1,025 

Houses  erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing 
Association 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  without  assistance 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  with  assistance 
under  the  Housing  (Agricultural  Population) 
(Scotland)  Act 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  with  assistance 
under  the  Hill  Farming  Act... 

Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  such  as 
the  Forestry  Commission  and  Department  of 
Agriculture 


120 

50 


40 


3 


40 


1,278 
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The  following  tables  show  the  numbers,  types  and  situation 
of  the  post-war  new  houses  : — 

Table  No.  1. 

Local  Authority  Post-War  Houses. 


Name  and  Type  o 

p House. 

Situation 

Tem- 

porary 

Swedish 

Timber 

Cruden 

Weir 

Steel 

Agric. 

Pop. 

Trad- 

itional 

Agric. 

Pop. 

Perma- 
nent 
Alumi- 
nium ; 

Trad- 

itional 

Total 

Amisfield  . . 

10 

... 

... 

10 

Auldgirth 

26 

8 

6 

34 

Bankend 

6 

Bankshill 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

Bloomfield 

16 

... 

16 

Brydekirk 

10 

... 

18 

28 

12 

Burnhead 

12 

... 

... 

Canonbie 

10 

" 

... 

i 

10 

(,'arronbridge  . . . 

... 

... 

... 

4 

4 

Carrutherstown 

... 

8 

8 

... 

... 

16 

Chapelknowe  . . . 

... 

4 

4 

Clarencefieid  ... 

10 

... 

10 

Closeburn 

... 

... 

10 

10 

Collin  ... 

10 

8 

... 

18 

Dunscore 

16 

... 

16 

Eaglesfield 

... 

4 

20 

2 

6 

Eastriggs 

42 

... 

62 

Ecclefechan 

18 

10 

... 

28 

Evertown 

8 

... 

8 

Glencaple 

10 

... 

8 

... 

... 

20 

18 

Gretna  ... 

159 

... 

1*9 

Gair  

... 

4 

... 

... 

4 , 

Heathhall 

60 

6 

66 

Hightae... 

20 

... 

... 

20 

18 

Holywood 

10 

8 

... 

Johns  tonebridge 

... 

... 

Keir  

- 

Kirkconnel 

120 

56 

176 

Kirkpatrick- 

Fleming 

12 

10 

22 

Kirkton... 

20 

8 

28 

Locharbriggs  . . . 

4 

20 

24 

Mennock 

4 

6 

8 

16 

Middlebie 

6 

... 

Millhousebridge 

8 

Moniaive 

16 

... 

... 

Mouswald 

4 

10 

10 

20 

4 

Nethermill 

Penpont 

10 

8 

o 

... 

... 

Shieldhill 

4 

... 

... 

Sibbaldbie 

... 

4 

... 

10 

58 

Templand 

10 

4J 

Thornhill 

10 

4 

Torthorwald  . . . 

... 

8 

Wallaceton 

8 

Waterbeck 

i 

4 

Total 

541 

30 

100 

100 

38 

40 

176 

1025 
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Table  No.  2. 

Scottish  Special  Housing  Association’s  Post- Wat?  Houses. 


Situation. 

Number  and  type  of  House 

Total. 

Traditional. 

Weir  Steel. 

Kirkconnel 

20 

100 

120 

Table  No.  3. 

Houses  Erected  by  Private  Owners  without  assistance. 


Situation. 

Number  and  type  of  House. 

Total. 

Traditional. 

Wooden. 

Annan  ... 

1 

1 

Applegarth 

4 

4 

Closebum 

... 

4 

4 

Cummertrees  ... 

1 

... 

1 

Dryfesdale 

1 

1 

Dumfries 

3 

1 

4 

Dunscore 

1 

1 

Ewes  ... 

2 

2 

Hoddom 

5 

5 

Hutton  and  Come 

4 

4 

Kirkmahoe 

2 

2 

4 

Kirkpatrick-Fleming 

1 

1 

Kirk  patrick- Juxta 

1 

1 

Langholm 

1 

1 

Lochmaben 

1 

1 

Mouswald 

1 

1 

Ruth  well 

1 

1 

St.  Mungo 

4 

4 

Tinwald 

1 

1 

Torthorwald  ... 

4 

4 

Tynron 

2 

2 

Wamphray 

2 

... 

2 

Total 

43 

7 

50 
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Table  No.  4. 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  with  assistance  under 
the  Housing  (Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland)  Act. 


Situation. 

Number  and  type  of  House. 

Traditional. 

Others. 

Applegarth 

2 

2 

Caerlaverock  ... 

4 

4 

Closeburn 

1 

1 

Dalton 

1 

1 

Dryfesdale 

4 

4 

Hoddom 

1 

1 

Holywood 

2 

2 

Kirkmahoe 

1 

1 

Kirkmichael  ... 

2 

2 

Lochmaben 

2 

2 

Mouswald 

2 

2 

Sanquhar 

1 

1 

Tinwald 

11 

11 

Torthorwald  ... 

6 

6 

Total 

40 

40 

Table  No.  5. 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners  with  assistance  under 
the  Hill  Farming  Act. 


Situation. 

Number  and  type  of  House. 

Total. 

Traditional. 

Others. 

Eskdalemuir  ... 

1 

1 

Glencairn 

1 

. . . 

1 

Westerkirk 

1 

1 

Total 

3 

3 
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Table  No.  6. 


Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments. 


Situation. 


Closeburn 
Gretna 
Ruthwell 
Eskdalemuir  . 
Glencaim 
Kirkmichael  . 


Number  and  type  of  House. 

Total. 

Traditional. 

Wooden. 

14 

14 

3 

. . . 

3 

1 

1 

15 

15 

... 

3 

3 

4 

4 

(b)  Unfit  Houses. 


__  In  the  post-war  period  {i.e.  January,  1945,  to  December, 
1950),  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  Part  2 of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930,  against  232  dwellings  adjudged 
unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  at  reasonable  expense 
of  being  rendered  so  fit. 

These  houses  were  dealt  with  in  the  following  manner 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

served  ...  ...  ...  ^g 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  served  26 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  were  accepted 

by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  28 

Ihe  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  regards  these  unfit 
houses  was  as  follows  : — 


Demolished 

Partly  Demolished  (and  uninhabitable) 

Unoccupied  (remaining  as  vacated) 

Still  occupied  (awaiting  rehousing  of  occupiers) 
Re-occupicd  (by  unauthorised  persons,  etc.) 

Used  as  Stores  for  Agricultural  Purposes 
Incorporated  into  adjoining  houses 
Bothies  (incorporated  into  dwellings,  used  as  stores, 
etc.) 


102 

19 

33 

30 

13 

12 

5 

18 


Total 


...  232 
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Approximately  184  families,  being  principal  tenants,  have 
teen  removed  from  unsatisfactory  houses  during  the  post-war 
period. 

The  actual  number  of  dwellings  (houses  or  bothies)  no  longer 
in  use  as  such  is  189. 

Grants  for  the  erection  of  59  new  houses  have  been  promised 
by  the  Council  in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Agricultural  Population) 
(Scotland)  Act.  These  new  houses  were  being  erected  in  replace- 
ment of  42  unfit  dwellings  and  17  bothies. 

HOUSE  LETTING. 

The  practice  of  visiting  dwellings  occupied  by  persons 
selected  for  the  tenancy  of  municipal  houses  was  continued,  so 
that  the  Council  could  be  advised  as  to  the  desirability  ot 
instituting  statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  in  the  case 
of  unsatisfactory  houses  becoming  vacant. 

PLANS. 

551  plans  were  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year. 
Reports  on  these  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Council 
for  consideration. 

The  plans  are  reviewed  in  the  light  of  statutory  requirements 
and  having  regard  to  the  Council’s  Building  Bye-laws  and 
Regulations.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  adequacy 
and  purity  of  the  water  supply,  to  the  drainage  arrangements 
and  to  other  Public  Health  matters. 

In  many  instances  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  requested  to 
visit  the  premises  or  site  with  the  promoter,  or  promoter  s 
representative,  for  a preliminary  discussion  of  the  proposals 
prior  to  the  submission  of  plans.  This  practice  has  much  to 
commend  it,  in  that  plans  submitted  after  such  a meeting  generally 
require  little  or  no  adjustment. 

When  plans  are  submitted  in  the  normal  way,  a visit  is  paid 
to  the  premises  or  site  when  the  suitability  of  drainage  arrange- 
ments, water  supplies,  etc.,  is  appraised.  Informal  representation 
is  made  to  the  promoter’s  architect  or  representative  if  the 
proposals  require  to  be  adjusted  to  conform  with  the  Building 
Bve-laws,  or  if  the  proposals  are  to  the  prejudice  of  health  oi 
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amenity.  Thereafter  a report  is  furnished  to  the  Council  for 
consideration. 

The  following  table  shows  the  diversity  of  the  types  of 
premises  to  which  the  plans  refer  : — 


Nature  of  the  Proposed  Work. 

New  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and  Factories)  ...  11 

Alterations  to  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and 

Factories)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Alterations  to  Existing  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  Permanent  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

New  Temporary  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Alterations  to  Existing  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  Buildings  at  Farms  (excluding  Dairy  Farms)  ...  ...  12 

Alterations  to  Existing  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy 

Farms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  Private  Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

New  Permanent  Houses  (Private  Enterprise)  ...  ...  45 

New  Temporary  Houses  (Private  Enterprise)  ...  ...  2 

New  Permanent  Houses  (Government  Departments)  ...  0 

New  Temporary  Houses  (Government  Departments)  ...  0 

Alterations  to  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  252 

New  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Alterations  to  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  6 

Conversion  of  premises  into  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  Pigsties,  Kennels,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 


Total 447 

In  addition  to  the  plans  listed  above,  plans  for  Council 
projects,  including  housing  schemes,  schools,  etc.,  were  furnished 
to  this  Department  for  comment  and  adjustment.  617  visits 
were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with  plans. 

Housing  (Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland)  Act. 

Plans  for  14  new  houses  were  approved  during  1950  under 
this  Act.  It  will  be  seen  that  progress  is  being  made  as  regards 
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the  provision  of  houses  for  agricultural  workers,  as  the  new  houses 
being  provided  by  private  persons  under  this  Act  have  to  be 
considered  along  with  the  houses  built  by  the  Council  for  the 
agricultural  community.  In  addition,  the  improvement  of 
farm  dwellings  continues  at  a gratifying  rate. 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1949. 

8 plans  for  the  improvement  of  houses  were  approved  under 
the  above  Act  and  a like  number  were  refused,  chiefly  on  grounds 
of  cost,  lack  of  comprehensiveness  of  the  proposals  and  unsuita- 
bility of  the  subjects  for  improvement.  However,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  the  assistance  afforded  by  this  Act  will  give  an 
impetus  to  the  improvement  of  housing  conditions.  One 
inhibiting  factor  might  prove  to  be  the  ceiling  cost  of  £600,  which 
in  these  days  of  high  building  costs  does  not  allow  of  very  com- 
prehensive works  being  carried  out,  and  the  fact  of  the  Act 
excluding  tied  houses  also  curtails  its  application  in  this  an 
agricultural  area. 

RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS, 

1920-39. 

No  certificate  was  granted  during  the  year  in  terms  of  the 
above.  Two  visits,  however,  were  made  to  properties  in  this 
connection. 

THE  PROVISION  OF  SANITARY  FACILITIES 
DURING  1950. 

Much  good  work  was  done  throughout  the  year  in  the 
installing  of  sanitary  fittings  in  existing  houses.  The  provision 
of  these  facilities  gives  great  direct  advantage  to  the  occupiers 
as  well  as  making  possible  the  removal  of  insanitary  appliances 
and  the  discontinuance  of  insanitary  practices. 

Even  more  important  than  the  provision  of  sanitary  fittings 
is  the  laying  on  of  a wholesome  water  supply  to  houses  from  an 
approved  source,  and  in  this  respect,  too,  progress  is  recorded. 

The  extent  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the  provision 
of  sanitary  fittings  and  water  supplies  is  shown  on  the  following 
tables  : 
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Drainage  and  Sanitary  Fittings. 

Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  new  or  improved 

drainage  161 

,,  ,»  ..  ,,  ,,  W.Cs 161 

))  n jj  Baths  ...  ...  154 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Wash  Hand  Basins  148 

„ ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Sinks  120 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Wash  Tubs  ...  Ill 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Wash  Boilers  ...  76 

Water  Supplies. 

Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  a supply  of  water  : — 

(a)  to  fittings  within  the  house  from  Local  Authority  sup]) lies  86 

(b)  to  outside  standpipes  from  Local  Authority  supplies  ...  17 

(c)  to  fittings  within  the  house  from  private  sources  ...  21 

DRAINAGE. 

1079  tests  were  applied  to  drains  and  plumbers’  pipes  during 
’ the  year.  All  new  drainage  work  was  examined  and  tested  at 
new  houses  and,  where  alterations  or  improvements  were  being 
carried  out,  to  existing  houses  and  other  properties. 

In  78  instances  drainage  plans  were  prepared  for  the  guidance 
< of  architects  and  contractors.  The  object  in  preparing  such 
plans  was  to  ensure  conformance  with  the  standardised  methods 

• of  drainage  in  use  in  this  County.  Prints  showing  the  standard 
Itype  cesspool,  standard  type  drainage  ramp,  one  pipe  system, 

• etc.,  are  also  available  to  architects  and  contractors. 

Insistence  on  a high  standard  of  workmanship  (ensured  by 
? examination  and  testing  of  all  drainage  work),  together  with 
I adherence  to  standard  methods,  have  as  their  object  the  reduction 
tof  maintenance  costs  and  the  avoidance  of  drainage  nuisances, 

I ‘and  it  may  be  said  that  some  success  has  attended  efforts  in  this 
■ direction. 

Applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the  Council’s 
•sewers  numbered  78.  Reports  were  furnished  on  these  applica- 
tions after  the  premises  to  which  they  referred  had  been  visited. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the  Council’s 
water  main  pipes,  reported  on  by  this  Department  during  the 
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year,  numbered  143.  In  this  connection  the  feature  to  which 
most  attention  has  to  be  paid  is  the  very  necessary  corollary — an 
efficient  drainage  system. 

173  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  as  follows  : — 

1 . Routine  samples  from  County  Council  supplies  submitted 

for  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  91 

2.  Samples  from  existing  private  supplies  and  from  proposed 

new  sources  of  supply  submitted  for  Chemical  and 

Bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

3.  Other  samples  taken — for  suspected  pollution,  etc. 

In  the  case  of  samples  from  existing  and  proposed  new 
private  supplies  there  is  much  field  work  entailed,  including 
surveys  of  the  catchment  areas  and  investigation  of  all  possible 
sources  of  pollution.  Information  as  regards  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  catchment  area  and  as  regards  storage  arrange- 
ments, piping,  etc.,  is  furnished  along  with  the  samples. 

Several  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  from  one 
source  of  water  supply  suspected  of  being  contaminated  from 
sheep-dipping  operations. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Inspections  under  the  Council’s  Bye-laws  were  made  of 
tents,  vans  and  sheds  used  for  human  habitation.  Included 
in  these  categories  were  caravans  on  permanent  sites,  huts  at 
sawmills  and  week-end,  etc.,  huts  at  or  near  the  shore.  In  no 
case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  formal  action  against  the 
occupiers  in  respect  of  overcrowding,  infectious  disease,  or 
insanitary  conditions. 

SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

Seven  visits  were  paid  to  a farm  at  which  potato  workers 
were  accommodated.  It  was  found  necessary  to  pay  frequent  I 
visits  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  a fair  standard  of  cleanliness. 
Separation  of  the  sexes,  dormitory  accommodation,  cleanliness 
of  premises,  adequacy  and  cleanliness  of  toilet  facilities,  the 
provision  of  fire-fighting  materials,  means  of  fire  escape,  cooking 
facilities,  food  storage,  etc.,  are  some  of  the  matters  to  which 
attention  was  paid.  Representations  were  made  to  the  farmer 
providing  the  accommodation,  to  the  employers  and  to  the  persons 
in  charge  of  the  workers,  to  procure  better  conditions. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-48. 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  1950  register  was 
128  Mechanical,  22  Non-Mechanical,  and  24  other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 of  the  principal  Act  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

Plans  were  dealt  with  for  3 new  factories  and  in  respect  of 
alterations  to  12  existing  factories. 

57  visits  were  paid  to  factories  during  the  year  and 
3 inspections  were  made  of  premises  occupied  by  outworkers. 

Notifications  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  of  contra- 
ventions of  the  Act,  as  regards  the  lack  or  unsatisfactory  nature 
of  sanitary  accommodation  at  factories  were  received  during 
the  year.  In  these  cases  the  premises  were  visited  and  the 
persons  responsible  were  advised  as  to  the  necessary  remedial 
works. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

In  the  County,  during  the  year,  102,942  animals  were 
slaughtered,  of  which  2597  were  cattle,  68,957  were  sheep  and 
31,388  were  pigs. 

Table  I.,  which  follows,  shows  the  various  classes  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  the  number  of  carcasses  wholly  or  partially 
condemned  on  account  of  disease  and/or  injury  : — 


Table  I. 


Animals 

Slaughtered. 

Condemned. 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
in  lbs. 

Totally. 

Partially. 

Cattle 

908 

56 

70 

23,520 

Calves 

1,689 

26 

1,180 

Sheep 

68,957 

62 

91 

1,333 

Pigs 

31,388 

14 

258 

4,720 

1 

Amount  of  Offal  condemned  (Livers,  Lungs  and 

Intestines)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,786  lbs. 

Total  amount  of  Fresh  Meat  condemned  ...  ...  50,539  lbs. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  imported  meat  was  examined 
at  Thornhill  Abattoir  and  Thornhill  Bacon  Factory,  as  shown 
in  Table  II.  : 
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Table  II. 


Carcass 

Meat, 

etc. 

1 

Condemned. 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
in  lbs. 

Totally. 

Partially. 

Cattle, 
parts  of 

2,574 

. . 

4 

452 

Sheep 

Carcasses 

4,597 

Pig 

Carcasses 

130 

Tinned 

Foods,  tins 

8,148 

32 

... 

384 

Amount  of  Imported  Meat,  etc.,  condemned  ...  ...  836  lbs. 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection,  or  on  request,  the 
following  foodstuffs,  as  shown  in  Table  III.,  were  examined  in 
retail  shops  and  seized  with  the  consent  of  the  vendors  : 
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Table  III. 


Nature  of  Foodstuff. 


Tinned  Meat  

Turned  Bacon  and  Ham 

Tinned  Fish  

Tinned  Soups  

Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  Vegetable 

Tinned  Fruit  

Tinned  Jam  and  Preserves 
Tinned  Peas  and  Beans 
Other  Prepared  Tinned  Foods 

Pickled  Vegetables  

Bacon  and  Ham 

Butter  and  Fats  

Cheese 

Prepared  Cereals  

Pulses 

Tea 

Coffee 

Other  Foods 

Amount  of  Retail  Foodstuffs  condemned 


Weight, 
lbs.  ozs 


62  0 
3 10 
7 5 

37  10 
48  144 

19  34 

145  14 

51  12 

31  2\ 

1 0 
2 7 

76  0 

33  0 

32  0 

5 8 

98  0 

24  0 

0 8 
8 8 


688  64 


The  total  weight  of  all  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for 
food  durmg  1950  was  23  tons,  4 cwts.,  6 stones,  11  lbs.,  64  ozs. 

The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  was  575. 

MEAT  STORES. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1942. 

One  certificate  in  respect  of  storage  accommodation,  in 
terms  of  Article  15(1)  of  the  above  Regulations,  was  granted  by 
e Local  Authority  during  1950.  Except  that  a new  drainage 
system  is  necessary,  this  store  is  satisfactory  for  its  purpose, 
oe  provision  of  drainage  was  retarded  by  a change  of  ownership 
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of  the  store  but  will  be  put  in  hand  consequent  upon  the  provision 
of  a Council  sewer  in  this  area. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Slaughter-houses.— In  the  County  (excluding  the  Burgh*) 
there  were  five  slaughter-houses.  Of  these,  two  were  concerned 
wholly  in  the  slaughter  of  sheep  for  the  London  market  , one 
was  concerned  wholly  with  the  slaughter  of  pigs  : one,  although 
licensed,  was  not  in  use  during  the  year,  and  one  belonging  to 
the  Local  Authority  was  in  use  for  general  purposes. 

When  visited,  these  premises  were  found  to  be  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness.  As  regards  structure, 
although  all  of  these  slaughter-houses  are  not  of  modern  con- 
struction, they  are  satisfactory.  At  one  premises  major 
structural  alterations  are  projected. 

Other  Offensive  Trade  Premises.— At  the  end  of  1950  there 
were  four  firms  carrying  on  one  or  more  of  the  businesses  defined 
in  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  as  “ Offensive  Trades." 

These  businesses  are  listed  below  : 

Blood  Boilers  ...  ...  1 Knackers 

Bone  Boilers  1 Tripe  Cleaners  ... 

Tallow  Melters  ...  •••  8 Manure  Manufacturers 

Skinners  and  Hide  Factors  1 


The  conduct  of  these  premises,  for  the  most  part,  was 
satisfactory.  Some  of  the  premises  and  apparatus  in  use 
therein,  since  these  were  not  modern,  required  more  than  normal 
attention  both  to  ensure  a reasonable  standard  of  functional 
efficiency  and  to  maintain  clean  and  nuisance-free  conditions. 
Drainage  arrangements  also  required  constant  attention  because 
of  the  nature  of  the  matter  voided  into  the  drains  and  because 
of  its  nuisance-creating  potentialities  in  streams.  This  attention 
in  some  instances  was  at.  least  partially  repaid  by  the  value  ol 
the  by-products  recovered  from  settling  tanks,  grease  traps, 

etc. 

No  nuisance  was  found  at  offensive  trade  premises  nor  wa* 
any  complaint  lodged. 
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VERMINOUS  PERSONS  AND  HOUSES. 

The  accommodation  occupied  by  persons  selected  for  tenancy 
of  Local  Authority  houses  was  examined  prior  to  the  removal 
of  these  persons  to  the  new  dwellings,  so  that  steps  could  be 
taken  to  preclude  the  transference  of  infested  furniture  and 
furnishings.  Local  Authority  houses  being  re-let  for  a second, 
or  subsequent,  time  were  likewise  examined.  In  all,  83  such 
inspections  of  houses  and  household  effects  were  carried  out. 
In  the  case  of  families  from  outwith  this  Local  Authority  area 
being  allocated  houses  in  this  County,  the  necessary  inspection 
of  their  housing  conditions  was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  the  area  in  which  these  persons  were  resident.  This 
service  was  reciprocal,  information  being  furnished  to  other 
Local  Authorities  as  regards  the  housing  conditions  of  persons 
resident  in  this  County  who  had  applied  for  the  tenancy  of  houses 
elsewhere. 

Disinfestation  against  insect  pests  was  carried  out  at  8 
houses  during  the  year  with  satisfactory  results. 

No  verminous  person  had  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Disinfestation  of  a large  quantity  of  bedding  was  carried 
out  prior  to  issue  to  harvest  hostels. 

DIRTY  HOUSES. 

10  visits  were  paid  to  houses  not  being  kept  in  a clean 
condition.  Only  a small  proportion  of  the  dwellings  notified 
to  this  Department  as  being  dirty  could  be  regarded  as  coming 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  40  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897.  Old  age  and  infirmity  are  often  the  underlying 
causes  of  this  neglect  and,  since  statutory  action  seems  inappro- 
priate, the  Sanitary  Inspector  pays  frequent  visits  in  attempting 
to  ameliorate  the  conditions. 
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COMPLAINTS. 

173  complaints  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  the  nature 
of  which  is  shown  in  the  tabulated  statement  given  below  : — 


(a)  Lack  of  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  8 

(b)  Choked  and  defective  drains  and  defective 

sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

(c)  Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  water  supplies  12 

(d)  Structural  or  other  defects  of  houses...  ...  54 

(e)  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(f)  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(g)  Offensive  Smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(h)  Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  14 

(i)  Infestation  by  rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  4 

(j)  Infestation  by  other  pests  ...  ...  ...  5 

(k)  Unsatisfactory  keeping  of  domestic  animals  3 

(l)  Pollution  of  streams  and  ditches  ...  ...  3 

(m)  Flooding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(n)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Total 173 

Various  other  complaints  were  found  on  investigation  to  be 


unfounded  or  trivial,  or  were  concerned  with  matters  outwith 
the  scope  of  this  Department. 

When  investigation  revealed  that  nuisance  conditions 
existed  within  the  meaning  of  Section  16  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  appropriate  action  was  taken.  34  Section 
19  intimations  were  served.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to 
serve  notices  under  Section  20  of  the  Act. 

Many  of  the  complaints  lodged  were  in  respect  of  unsatis- 
factory housing  conditions  and  were  dealt  with  under  the 
Housing  Acts.  Where  the  occupiers  of  such  houses  were 
applicants  for  Local  Authority  houses,  details  of  the  defective 
or  unsatisfactory  living  conditions  were  notified  to  the  Local 
Authority  for  consideration. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  rivers  Nith  and  Esk. 

258  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  complaints  received. 


THE  ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948. 

The  administration  of  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations  for  the 
small  burghs  as  well  as  for  the  County  is  vested  in  the  County 
Council. 

88  visits  of  inspection  were  made  of  ice  cream  premises 
(manufacturing  and  retail)  and  vehicles  during  the  year. 

Satisfactory  progress  towards  conforming  with  the  Regula- 
tions, and  thereby  qualifying  for  registration,  was  made  by 
manufacturers  and  retailers,  although  difficulties  of  lack  of 
accommodation,  etc.,  were  experienced.  Registrations  in 
respect  of  premises  and  vehicles  effected  during  the  year  numbered 
10.  3 appli cations  for  registration  (2  in  respect  of  premises 

and  1 in  respect  of  a vehicle)  were  withdrawn  and  1 registration 
was  cancelled. 

Twenty  official  samples  of  ice  cream  were  procured  for 
bacteriological  analysis  as  well  as  a number  of  informal  samples 
taken  before  a proper  method  of  satisfactorily  transporting 
samples  was  evolved. 
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SMALL  BURGHS. 


BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  81  (42 
males,  39  females),  of  which  8 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  42  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  71  (33  males, 
38  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  23  ; 
Apoplexy,  11  ; Cancer,  11.  Two  children  died  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received — 8 of  Scarlet  Fever,  8 of  Tuberculosis, 
3 of  Pneumonia  and  1 of  Whooping  Cough. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Air  James  Rodger, 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Annan  : — 

Water  Supply. — In  accordance  with  the  Reservoirs  (Safety 
Provisions)  Act,  1930,  the  reservoir  was  inspected  during  the 
year.  With  the  exception  of  some  work  recommended  to  be 
carried  out  on  the  bye-pass,  it  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Estimates  were  obtained  for  the  clearing  of  the  bye-pass  and 
laying  concrete  runway  at  the  lower  end.  This  work  will  be 
begun  during  the  spring. 

During  the  year  the  filtering  aggregate  of  the  two  sand 
filters  was  renewed. 

As  the  capacity  of  the  existing  clear  water  tank  was  being 
overtaxed,  it  was  found  necessary  to  form  another  tank  with  a 
capacity  of  350,000  gallons.  This  work  was  in  hand  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  should  be  completed  by  the  summer. 

A further  tank  is  being  erected  at  Back-of-the-Hill  to  supply 
water  to  a new  housing  scheme  there. 

Quarterly  samples  of  the  Burgh  water  supply  were  secured 
for  examination.  In  each  case  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  system  functioned  fairly  satis- 
factorily during  the  year.  There  was,  however,  some  danger  of 


overloading  because  of  the  continued  development  of  housing. 
To  overcome  this,  the  Town  Council  decided  to  have  laid  a relieving 
main  sewer  and  to  form  a sewage  purification  works. 

Housing. — In  the  post-war  years  the  Town  Council  have 
erected  179  houses,  as  follows  : — 


Number  and  Type. 

Apartments. 

Persons 

accommodated. 

45  Temporary... 

3 

156 

20  Swedish 

4 

108 

20  Cruden 

4 

90 

30  Non-traditional 

4 

156 

6 Non-traditional 

3 

18 

48  Permanent 

4 

203 

6 Permanent 

5 

49 

4 For  aged  persons  ... 

2 

4 

179 

784 

Further  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  and  should  be  fit 
for  occupation  in  the  early  months  of  1951. 

Applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  the  recon- 
struction of  three  dwelling-houses  and  grants  were  made  by  the 
Town  Council. 

Offensive  Trades. — Some  difficulty  was  again  experienced 
in  disposing  of  waste  from  the  shrimp-picking  factories.  To 
overcome  the  difficulty  one  of  the  firms  engaged  in  this  trade 
erected  a drying  plant  to  deal  with  the  waste  and  convert  it 
into  saleable  manure.  The  results  have  been  encouraging  so 
far. 

The  slaughter-house  is  owned  by  the  Town  Council  and 
occupied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year  : — 

Cattle...  ...  909  Pigs  ...  ...  126 

Sheep  ...3,847  Calves  ...2,119 

Imported  meat  is  stored  at  the  slaughter-house  and  allocated 
as  required.  The  quantities  dealt  with  in  this  way  amounted 
to  : — 


Quarter  Beef...  1,094 
Cases  Beef  ...  1,336 


Sheep 

Lambs 


...  4,434 
...  701 


80 


Extensive  repairs  were  carried  out  on  the  building,  com- 
prising (a)  re-roofing  the  whole  premises  and  installing  adequate 
roof-fights,  (b)  laying  concrete  in  yard,  (c)  erecting  rails  in  cattle 
pens,  (d)  provision  of  new  reinforced  watering  trough,  and 
(e)  provision  of  new  rhones  and  down  pipes. 


Unsound  Food. — The  following  quantities  of  foods  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  destroyed  : — 


111  tins  Fruit. 

67  tins  Vegetables. 
46  tins  Cooked  Meat. 
34  tins  Milk. 

11  tins  Soup. 


2 tins  Jam. 

7 stone  Fish. 

6 stone  Cereal. 
1|  stone  Cheese. 


Scavenging. — Household  refuse  throughout  the  Burgh  was 
collected  twice  weekly  except  in  the  shopping  area  where 
collections  were  made  on  four  days  of  each  week.  In  the  course 
of  the  year  1287  loads  of  household  refuse  were  collected  and 
256  loads  of  paper. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  by  (a)  incineration  and  (b)  tipping. 
Negotiations  have  been  begun  to  acquire  the  use  of  old  quarries 
about  H miles  from  the  town  to  replace  the  existing  coup  which 
is  now  reaching  capacity  point. 

Burial  Grounds. — The  three  burial  grounds  within  the 
Burgh  are  seldom  used  now  for  burials,  most  interments  being 
carried  out  at  a cemetery  adjacent  to  the  Burgh  and  managed 
by  the  County  Council. 


Schools. — The  three  schools  in  the  Burgh  have  been  inspected 
at  intervals  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — These  premises  have  been 
inspected  regularly  and  have  given  no  cause  for  complaint. 
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BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  39  (20 
males,  19  females),  of  which  2 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  25  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  42  (20  males, 
22  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  11  ; 
Apoplexy,  6 ; and  Cancer,  11.  Two  children  died  during  the 
first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Eleven  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received : 1 of  Scarlet  Fever,  1 of  Abortus  Fever,  1 of 

Tuberculosis  and  8 of  Whooping  Cough. 

# 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  is  based  on  information  supplied  by 
Mr  Walker,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Lockerbie  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  inadequate  filtering  area  referred  to 
in  past  reports  was  dealt  with  during  the  year  by  the  addition 
of  two  new  filter  beds.  The  filtering  area  has  thus  been  doubled 
and  the  efficacy  of  filtration  is  shown  in  the  greatly  improved 
results  obtained  from  routine  analysis  of  the  water  supply. 

Drainage.- — The  drainage  and  sewerage  system  is  in  good 
working  order  and  has  satisfactorily  fulfilled  its  function  without 
giving  rise  to  any  nuisance  or  complaints. 

The  attention  of  the  Town  Council  was  again  drawn  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  to  the  unsatisfactory  effluent  produced 
by  the  sewage  works.  The  condition  of  the  streams  receiving 
the  effluent  was,  in  turn,  most  unsatisfactory  and,  in  warm 
weather,  the  Turnmuir  Burn  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sawmill  cottage 
constituted  a statutory  nuisance.  The  admission  to  the  sewers 
of  increasing  amounts  of  gas  liquor  will  still  further  aggravate 
matters. 

It  is  probable  that  proper  screening  of  the  crude  sewage, 
replacement  of  the  filter  medium  by  destructor  clinker  and  the 
formation  of  a humus  tank  will  be  necessary.  The  Council  are 
to  seek  the  advice  of  a consulting  engineer  in  the  matter. 
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Cleansing. — The  disposal  of  household  refuse  is  by  controller! 
tipping  and  the  site  of  the  coup  which  was  put  into  operation 
during  the  year  is  about  two  miles  from  the  town.  The  refuse 
is  collected  by  a modern  petrol-driven  motor  vehicle. 

Nuisances. — Several  complaints  regarding  nuisances  were 
received  and  investigated.  Most  of  the  conditions  found  were 
of  a minor  nature  and  were  remedied  after  verbal  notice  had 
been  given.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  smoke  nuisance 
which  existed  at  the  creamery  was  abated  during  the  year  by  the 
introduction  of  a mechanical  stoking  appliance. 

Slaughter-house. — The  Burgh  slaughter-house  is  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  number  of  factories  situated 
in  the  town  is  now  42.  Two  cases  of  unclean  sanitary  con- 
veniences were  dealt  with  and  rectified. 

Burial  Grounds. — The  burial  ground  within  the  Burgh  is 
now  closed  except  that  a very  few  old  residents  have  rights  of 
burial. 

Schools. — Lockerbie  Academy  is  the  only  school  situated 
within  the  Burgh.  It  is  of  modern  construction  and  is  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Housing. — Forty-four  traditional  houses  are  under  con- 
struction, twenty-eight  of  which  will  be  ready  for  occupation 
early  in  the  new  year. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  34  (15 
males,  19  females),  of  which  6 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  9 marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  39  (18  males, 
21  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease, 
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16  ; Apoplexy,  7 ; and  Cancer,  4.  There  were  no  deaths  among 
children  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  Burgh  enjoyed  remarkable  freedom 
from  the  common  infectious  diseases.  The  only  notifications 
received  during  the  year  were  of  three  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  by  Mr  A.  Brebner, 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of  Langholm  : — 

Water  Supply. — From  gaugings  taken  throughout  the  year 
the  average  consumption  for  all  purposes  was  calculated  at  70 
gallons  per  head  per  day.  Despite  this  high  rate  of  consumption 
the  supply  system  has  presented  no  difficulties,  and  the  clear 
water  storage  cistern  has  overflowed  daily. 

Inspections  to  mains,  services  and  fittings  were  carried  out 
regularly  and  all  defects  detected  were  remedied. 

Analysis  of  the  supply,  taken  at  quarterly  intervals,  indicate 
the  water  to  be  wholesome  and  suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  system  has  functioned  satisfactorily 
during  the  year.  Routine  work  of  scraping  and  maintenance 
has  been  carried  out. 

Thirty  tests  were  made  on  drainage  and  plumbers’  work  in 
connection  with  new  or  existing  work. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  reported  that  the  sewage  works 
were  not  producing  a standard  effluent,  but  having  regard  to  the 
volume  and  quality  of  the  river  Esk  there  was  no  cause  for  con- 
cern except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  outfall.  In  view 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  report,  measures  are  to  be  taken  to 
improve  the  conditions  at  the  point  of  discharge. 

Scavenging. — During  the  year  household  and  trade  refuse 
was  collected  three  times  weekly  by  a cleansing  motor  vehicle  of 
7 cubic  yard  capacity. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  High  Mill  Tip 
which  is  outwith  the  Burgh.  The  Tip  has  received  regular 
* attention  and  rats  are  kept  down  to  a minimum  by  gassing  and 
I poisoning. 
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For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950,  the  following 
amounts  of  refuse  and  paper  were  collected  : — 

Household  and  Trade  Refuse  ...  471  loads. 

Paper  ...  ...  ...  ...  107  loads. 

Salvage. — All  waste  paper  collected  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year  was  burned  but,  in  view  of  the  national  need  and  the 
attractive  price  offered  by  the  paper  merchants,  the  sorting  and 
baling  of  paper  was  resumed  in  November. 

Housing. — Eighteen  permanent  houses  (4  apartment  and  5 
apartment)  at  Holmwood  were  completed  and  let. 

In  the  post  war  years  the  Council  have  erected  and  let  71 
houses  as  follows  : — 

25  Temporary  Houses  (Uni-Seco). 

22  x 4-apartment  Permanent  Houses. 

12  x 5-apartment.  Permanent  Houses. 

12  Cruden  Houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  280  persons  had  been  accommodated 
in  these  houses. 

Factories. — There  are  36  factories  in  the  Burgh.  These 
were  inspected  and  minor  defects  repaired  on  notification. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — There  are  no  Common  Lodging- 
houses  within  the  Burgh. 

Nuisances. — All  complaints  regarding  nuisances  were 
investigated  and  rectified  on  informal  representation  to  the 
authors. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  one  skin  works  in  the  Burgh,  and 
on  inspection  these  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a cleanly  state. 

Unsound  Food. — At  the  request  of  shopkeepers  or  in  the  course 
of  routine  visits  the  following  foods  were  seized  and  destroyed  : — 
12-4  lb.  tins  Meat  Roll  ...  ...  48  lbs. 

2-4  lb.  tins  Luncheon  Meat  ...  ...  8 lbs. 


Total 


...  56  lbs. 
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Complaints  from  the  butchers  in  the  Burgh  regarding  the 
poor  and  dirty  condition  of  imported  beef  and  mutton  delivered 
to  them  by  road  transport  were  investigated. 

The  time  lapse  between  removal  from  cold  storage  and 
ultimate  delivery  to  retailers  appeared  to  be  the  principal  cause 
of  deterioration  in  quality,  and  the  condition  of  the  transports 
making  delivery  left  a lot  to  be  desired. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  consulted  in  this  matter 
and  his  effective  attention  brought  immediate  improvement  in 
subsequent  consignments,  both  in  condition  of  the  meat  and 
cleanliness  of  delivery  vehicles. 

Plans. — During  the  year  10  plans  were  submitted  for  examina- 
tion by  the  Local  Authority.  Particulars  of  the  proposed  work 


shown  on  the  plans  are  as  follows  : — 

New  Permanent  House  (privately  owned)  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  existing  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  5 

Alterations  to  existing  Business  Premises  ...  ...  1 

New  Electricity  Sub-Station  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Private  Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Burial  Grounds. — There  is  one  burial  ground  in  the  Burgh,  but 
there  have  been  no  interments. 

Schools. — Langholm  Academy,  which  includes  the  Infants’ 
school,  is  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 


In  the  case  of  Lochmaben,  Moffat  and  Sanquhar,  where  there 
is  no  resident  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  duties  are  carried  out  by 
members  of  the  County  Sanitary  Staff.  The  following  reports 
on  these  Burghs  have  been  prepared  by  Mr  George  Wilson, 
Chief  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN. 

t 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  23  (14 
males,  9 females),  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 
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Twenty  marriages  were  registered  during  the  year. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  13  (5  males,  8 
females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  6 ; 
Cancer,  4.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Three  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  one  of 
Dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — Twelve  municipal  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  for  the  first  time  during  1950.  These  were  traditional 
houses  of  four  apartments. 

Plans. — Six  plans  were  submitted  during  the  year.  Reports 
on  these  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority. 
Five  plans  were  concerned  with  alterations  and  improvements  to 
houses  and  one  was  for  the  erection  of  a Nissen  hut  store. 

Fifteen  visits  were  made  to  properties  in  connection  with 
proposed  alterations  and  improvements. 

Drainage. — Sixteen  tests  were  carried  out  of  drainage 
systems  and  plumber  work  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. — Four  routine  samples  of  the  Burgh  water 
supply  were  collected  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis. 
These  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Unsound  Food. — One  visit  was  paid  in  connection  with 
unsound  food.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  seize  any  food- 
stuffs at  retail  shops  during  the  year. 

Factories  Act. — There  are  13  factories  in  the  Burgh,  com- 
prising 8 Non-mechanical,  4 Mechanical  and  one  other.  As 
regards  these  premises  no  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year. 

Complaints. — Advice  and  assistance  was  given  in  the  disin- 
festation of  one  property  against  cockroaches,  and  similar 
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services  were  rendered  in  the  case  of  rat  infestation  at  a house. 
Three  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory  drainage 
and  remedial  work  supervised.  Visits  were  also  paid  to  a house 
which  was  not  being  kept  in  a satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness. 

General. — Routine  visits  were  made  to  the  sewage  disposal 
works  and  to  the  refuse  dump. 


BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  32  (17 
males,  15  females),  of  which  two  were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  13  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  41  (22  males. 
1!)  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease. 
23  : Cancer,  5.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Five  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received.  Two  patients  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  two 
from  Tuberculosis,  and  one  from  Pneumonia. 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — Six  new  houses  were  erected  by  the  Town  Council 
and  occupied  for  the  first  time  during  the  year.  They  are  of  the 
traditional  type  and  comprise  two  5-apartment,  two  4-apartment 
and  two  3-apartment  houses. 

In  addition,  two  houses  were  converted  into  flats  by  private 
persons  providing,  in  place  of  two  large  houses,  four  dwellings 
of  convenient  size. 

Two  of  the  new  municipal  houses  are  being  utilised 
temporarily  for  accommodating  tenants  of  the  Council’s  Cruden 
type  houses  while  fire  precautions  are  being  carried  out.  The 
other  four  municipal  houses  were  allocated  to  (a)  two  families 
living  in  unfit  or  overcrowded  conditions,  (b)  one  family  for 
health  reasons,  and  (c)  one  family  overcrowding  an  existing  Council 
house. 
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Undertakings  were  given  by  the  owners  of  two  unfit  houses 
vacated  that  these  would  not  be  re-let  for  human  habitation. 

The  homes  of  all  applicants  for  Council  houses  are  visited 
and,  in  this  connection,  during  the  year  43  survey  reports  of  the 
structural  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  were  prepared. 

The  housing  needs  of  the  applicants  is  assessed  by  the  Town 
Council  in  accordance  with  a “ Points  ” scheme.  When  a 
house  becomes  available  it  is  allocated  to  the  applicant  having 
the  greatest  number  of  points  under  the  scheme.  In  the  ease 
where  more  than  one  applicant  heads  the  list  with  an  equal 
number  of  points,  a report  on  their  housing  conditions  is  sub- 
mitted to  assist  the  Council  in  selecting  the  tenant. 

In  regard  to  the  housing  of  aged  persons  in  need  of  houses, 
it  would  be  pleasant  if  suitable  modern  houses  were  available 
for  them.  On  the  other  hand,  most  old  people  ask  only  for  a 
small  place  of  their  own  however  much  lacking  in  elaborate 
fittings  and,  until  modern  houses  for  them  can  be  provided,  any 
houses  unsuitable  for  families  which  become  vacant  and  normally 
would  be  closed  or  demolished  are  allowed,  if  reasonably  habitable 
and  essential  repairs  are  done,  to  become  re-oecupied  by  elderly 
or  single  persons. 

During  the  year  all  municipal  houses  in  the  existing  schemes 
were  visited  and  in  no  case  was  any  nuisance  found.  The 
council  is  fortunate  in  having  tenants  who  maintain  their  houses 
in  a clean  and  tidy  condition. 

Plans.— All  plans  of  new  buildings  and  alterations  to  existing 
buildings  are  examined  and  reports  on  same  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  for  the  Court’s  guidance 
when  considering  the  proposals. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  the  work  shown 
on  the  plans  submitted  during  the  year  : 
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Nature  of  Work.  No.  of  Plans. 

Alterations  to  dwelling-houses...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Conversion  of  dwelling-houses  (2)  into  flats  (4)  ...  2 

New  Church  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  business  premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  private  garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Alterations  to  garage  premises  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  poultry  or  pig-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  electricity  sub-station  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  huts  or  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


During  the  year  125  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
plans  and  during  the  progress  of  building  works.  65  smoke  tests 
and  examinations  of  drainage  were  carried  out. 

The  regulating  of  building  work  in  the  Burgh  is  controlled 
generally  under  the  provisions  of  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland) 
Acts,  1892  and  1903.  Present  day  standards  conflict  in  many 
respects  with  those  laid  down  under  these  Acts  and,  if  the  Town 
Council  exercised  their  powers  to  make  Bye-laws  for  regulating 
building,  the  control  of  this  work  could  be  more  easily  and 
satisfactorily  carried  out  than  at  present. 


Water  Supply. — The  Burgh  is  supplied  with  spring  water 
by  gravitation  from  a covered  storage  tank  at  Gran  ton.  The 

supply  is  ample  and  routine  samples  taken  quarterly  and  sub- 
mitted for  analysis  show  the  water  to  be  of  good  quality. 

Sewage  Disposal. — No  change  has  been  made  in  the  system 
of  sewage  disposal.  The  works  functioned  satisfactorily  and 
no  nuisance  was  created  during  the  year. 

Cleansing. — Household  refuse  is  collected  as  formerly  twice 
weekly  and  trade  refuse  when  requested  by  the  traders.  In 
addition  a weekly  collection  of  waste  paper  is  carried  out.  The 
refuse  tip  is  situated  outwith  the  Burgh  and  a system  of  con- 
trolled tipping  is  adopted. 
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Nuisances.— Ten  complaints  regarding  nuisances  were  dealt 
with,  consisting  primarily  of  dampness  or  disrepair  of  houses  and 
defective  drainage.  The  parties  responsible  were  notified 
verbally  of  the  complaints,  which  were  all  remedied  without 
statutory  action  being  necessary. 

Factories  Acts.— No  complaints  were  received  as  to  unsatis- 
factory conditions  at  factories  and  no  nuisances  were  noted. 

Travelling  Shows.— The  Ladvknowe  Park  was  occupied 
four  times  during  the  year  by  travelling  shows.  The  show 
people  were  found  to  be  clean  and  tidy  in  their  habits  and  no 
nuisance  was  created. 

Unsound  Food. — Foodstuffs  amounting  to  1 cwt.  7 stones 
4 lbs.  were  seized,  with  the  consent  of  the  owners,  from  retail 
shops  in  the  Burgh  during  the  year  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Particulars  of  the  items  condemned  are  given 

below  : — 

Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Fish 

Tinned  Soups  

Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Turned  Fruit 

Tinned  Jams  and  Preserves 
Tinned  Peas  and  Beans 
Other  Prepared  Tinned  Foods 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  41  (1” 
males,  24  females).  There  were  no  illegitimate  births  during 

the  year. 

Twenty-four  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  19  (7  males,  12 
females).  The  chief  cause  of  death  was  Heart  Disease,  6.  There 
were  no  deaths  of  children  during  the  first  year  of  life. 


4 lbs.  1 oz. 

5 lbs.  10|  ozs. 
13  lbs.  91  ozs. 
15  lbs.  14|  ozs. 

10  lbs.  51  ozs. 
12S  lbs.  21  ozs. 

25  lbs.  0 ozs. 

1 1 lbs.  0 ozs. 
0 lbs.  4£  ozs. 
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Infectious  Diseases.  1 hirty-four  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received.  Four  patients  suffered  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  21  from  \\  hooping  Cough,  3 from  Dysentery,  4 from 
Tuberculosis,  one  from  Erysipelas  and  one  from  Pneumonia. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing.  The  total  number  of  new  houses  erected  and 
occupied  during  the  year  was  eighty-one,  consisting  of  70  non- 
traditional  (Clyde- My  ton  and  Atholl  Steel)  and  11  traditional. 

35  visits  were  made  to  dwellings  occupied  by  persons 
selected  for  tenancy  of  new  houses  and  the  Council  advised  as 
to  any  statutory  action  considered  desirable  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 


Plans.  All  plans  of  new  buildings  and  alterations  to  existing 
buildings  are  examined  and  reports  on  same  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  for  the  Court’s  guidance  when 
considering  the  proposals.  During  the  year  sixteen  plans  were 
submitted  for  examination. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
work  shown  on  the  plan. 

Nature  of  Proposed  Work.  No.  of  Plans. 

Alterations  to  existing  dwelling-houses 
Extension  to  existing  factory  (Creamery) 

New  permanent  houses  (Traditional— Local  Authority) 

New  house 

Extension  to  temporary  shop 
Garden  sheds 
New  greenhouse 
New  private  garages 
Proposed  garage  showroom 
Alterations  to  business  premises  (hotel) 

In  connection  with  the  aforementioned  plans,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  paid  57  visits. 


4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 


Drainage.  During  the  year  230  inspections  and  tests  were 
( arried  out  to  drainage  and  plumber  work  in  connection  with 
new  housing  and  alterations  to  existing  houses  and  business 
premises. 
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Water  Supply. — Four  routine  samples  of  the  water  supply 
to  the  Burgh  were  procured  and  submitted  for  analysis. 


Unsound  Food. — In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  or  on 
request,  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  the  following 
was  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  Beans 
Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Peas 
Tinned  Fruit 
Pickles 


7 lbs.  0 ozs. 

1 lb.  12  ozs. 
6 lbs.  14f  ozs. 

21  lbs.  44  ozsr 

22  lbs.  44  ozs. 

1 lb.  4 ozs. 


Total 60  lbs.  7f  ozs. 


Factories  Act. — There  are  14  Mechanical  and  4 Non- 
mechanical factories  in  the  Burgh.  Two  inspections  of  factories 
were  made  during  the  year.  No  complaints  were  received. 
The  extension  to  a Hosiery  Factory  was  completed.  This 
factory  is  now  operating  on  modern  lines  and  the  working 
conditions  of  the  56  female  workers  are  very  satisfactory. 

General. — One  complaint  of  rat  infestation  was  received. 
Investigation  proved  the  infestation  to  be  of  a temporary  nature 
and  no  further  action  was  necessary. 

Eleven  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  other  complaints. 
These  complaints  were  investigated  and  consisted  principally 
of  structural  defects,  overcrowding  and  choked  drains.  It  was 
not  found  necessary  to  take  statutory  action  in  connection  with 
any  of  the  complaints. 


